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ONG OF THE HARDEST 


we 


‘toncepts to get across, to | 


private ana government. 
employers alike, is the alf- 
‘ference between  integra- 


tion and nondiscrimination. . 


It is for this reason, more 
‘than for reasons -of overt 
racism, that many employ- 

ers who warmly endorse the 
, idea of fair employment go 


‘into an absolute tizzy over: 


anything that hints of what 


/ they describe as “reverse 


( discrimination.” 


_ The fact that 
ployment” has come to be 
accepted as a matter of rou- 
tine hiring policy -repre- 
sents a good deal of prog- 
‘ress, it must be acknowl- 
' edged. 
' But for many employers, 
the progress has stopped at 
(that point, Except for dyed- 
| in-the-wool racists, most em- 
-ployers will, When — con- 
‘fronted with a black applit- 
“gant who is even marginally 


: better qualified than a white - 
hive the black appli-’ 
Those who consider «. 


bone, 
eant, 
themselves enlightened may 
‘hire the black applicant 
‘even when he is. only 


» equatly qualified or perhaps | 


\ynarginalty less qualified: 
* This is “fair employment,” 
hand. many employers ate re- 
cdutetant to go beyond. it, 
Even those who see the 


necessity of going further 
/ find it difficult to talk about — 


tt, Someone is sure to con- 


| \guae: matters By introducing 


QO; 


ewe ye a 1QOk NE to 


Raspberry . 


“fair em- 


TWP RE Pecan ‘FW 
mi NENT \y TU REATNARE YT Da avy 


distussions of “merit” hiring | 


and promotion and “reverse 


discrimination.” 


m The concept behind merit. 
employment is that, given 


‘two applicants for the same 
Job, the better qualified one 


ployment Isu’t Always Fair 


‘cause they have been rely- — partments, 


ing on mere ROME 


Ss nation.. 
BECAUSE — nondiscrimi- 
nation and integration 


“should be hired. It is this 


eoncept fhat has resulted in. 
so many holders of master’s’ | 


degrees delivering mail for 
. the Nation’s. past offices. 


TRE REA 
that we have somehow de- 
cided that a man with a 
master’s degree . is 
qualified for any job than a 


SON for this is. 


. better. 


“mian who has only a high > 


~sehool diploma, Common 
sense tells us it ain’t neces: 
sarily 50. 

It may be talking out of 
school, but an illustration of 
the difference between non- 
discrimination ‘and integra- 
-tion is what is happening at 
newspapers across the coun: 


ton Post» 


try, including The Washing: , 


When the long hot sum-> 


mer became an American in- 
stitution, 


black reporters on their 
staffs, Without either 


crimination | against 


papers managed : 
black newsinen. 
(Those papers that have 
found it’ advantageous to 
have black distributors of 
their 
‘hired them.)  ° 

These same newspapers, 
however, have made sub- 
stantially less progress in 
their clerical, accounting 
and advertising departments 
‘—not because they have 
been discriminating against 


AC, 
i knowledging. any past dis: 
blacks, 
apmicants or any decision to’ 
lower standards, these news- ~ 


to finds’: sion is made to integrate the | 
4 


product likewise have 


big-city newspa-, 
_ pers discovered that it was ~ 
to their advantage to have, |. 


\ Negro, applicants but be. 


’ back and walt for 
“ployment to work its way, 


“achieve integration. 


' have 


' groups that they, 


tain 
every level, is:a fair refer: 4 
tion of its components. 


»flon-is an important sal in} 


aren’t the same thing, they 


require different techniques 
for their implementation. 
The newspaper that de- 
cides to be serupulously 
nondiscriminatory in its ad- 
vertising. department will 


weigh carefully the qualltt- 


eations of every applicant, nt 
eer | | 


ne Negro happens to 
well, whose fault is that? 


But 


own hest interest to have 
an integrated news staff. NO 
Jonger do its executives siti 
“fair OM 


baat 


They look. for -ways: to) 


If the long hot surmmmers 
demonstrated  any+ 
thing, it is the need to show, 
to members of minority | i 
like all; a 
Americans, have a stake in’, 


‘the society. One way to ac- | 


complish this is to raake cer. | 
that the society, ats 

‘That is to say that integra. | 
its own right. Onee the deci- | 


Nation’s work forces, in gove | 


ernment and out, it is a sim . 


ple matter to do so. a 


IN THE ABSENCE of} 


such a decision, integration | 


is at best an intolerably— 


Slow process. 

So strong is the grip of 
past discrimination that it © 
will take a good deal more © 
than mere nondiscrimi- — 
nation to break it now. 


Newspapers and police de- ; 


find 
qualified. black applicants. 


jet that same news-; 
paper decide that it is in its” 


ae 


1 et name ey ee ett 
i 


among others, 
have discovered the value of | 
an integrated work force, 
and their progress has been | 
amazing. Somehow, without | 
tampering with their stand: — 
ards, they have managed fo | 
the hitherto elusive > 


we 


It is time now that’ the 
rest of our society made the 
same discovery. The divie? 
dends may include the yery | 
che of ue Ca 


. 


hi aes 
. 
f Sie tae 
rere 
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ing trades took a shellacking the other 


day from a federal district judge in 


_ Philadelphia, 


Judge Charles R. Weiner ruled that 
black hiring goals required for major 
federal construction projects inthe 
Philadelphia area are not racial ““quo- 


fas”’ and therefore do not violate the 


Civil Rights Act of 1964. 


The U. §. Labor Department has 
threatened to impose similar plans on 


_ contractors in 18 other cities unless they 
—can work out their own hiring agree- 


4 


ments with the black communily, 


Judge Weiner, in upholding the Phila 
PRB ANAM Ruy et 


SA RC WB SOME Mle HAL ARCH ah ast Biddy Nake 
\ 


ewe 


UR ACtAL diseniinstiee the buila- ‘elphia Pian, had some justifiably tart 


1 


things to say about employment prac- ' 


«tices in the construction industry. 


He said the practice of methodically — 
excluding blacks from some of the craft 
unions is “repugnant, unworthy and | 


contrary to present national policy.”’ 


This exclusion is important, he said, 
because “‘civil rights without economic 


Tights are mere shadows,” : 
Right he is. 


If a man can’t get a fair shot at a. 


good job, all those lofty. sentiments in 


the Constitution must seem — to him at | 
least — to have been written for some- 
pPOdy Claes es 
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Washington Post Staff Writer be affected by zone changes. first in the geography of the 
A second Fits koe ED eee cen a wee. 11 school attendance zones. 
»of Washington’s high school|would allow only next year’s 2 . 
Eroindarigy wae completed yes-|seniors to remain in~ their|The most striking changes 
| terday. present schools. would shift a large area south 
Boundaries on the new map| ~The new plan would movejand east of the Capitol into 
/ attempt to equalize enroll-|2150 sophomores into’ :new| Western . High school from 
' ments, allowing all of next|zones; the first proposal would! Dunbar. The latter. school 
_ year’s juniors and seniors to}move 3300 sophomores and|would receive a large new 
‘remain in schools they are at-|juniors into new zones. area of the northeast toward 
tending this year. Thus, only! The. latest proposal makes] the Anacostia River. i 


Oo 


f ! 

By Don Robinson next year’s sophomores would more drastic changes than the 
i 

f 


a ele 


his: Integration Cited Third-Plan Eyed | The School Board got into! 
Boundary coordinator Roh- the boundary project because. 
ert Boyd said he prefers the Pee uprane eve Been batt of last June’s decision by Fed- 
first map to the one finished imember citizens committee as-|C'al Judge J. Skelly Wright in, 
yesterday. He said he dislikes signed 4a tha DGundar bee the suit brought by Julius W.: 
the second map because (a) it! ect, The committee wets af Hobson. The purpose of the| 
would achieve Jess racial andl ocreigs also a third ee boundary revision is to comply 
‘socio-economic _integration,| schoo! proposal, under which|With the Wright decree by 
since fewer children would be] tho boundaries of Cardozo |¢@Ualizing enrollments among 
moved, and (b) the boundaries High School part of the the schools and increasing ra- 
probably would have to be re- Model School Division might cial and socio-economic inte- 
vised again the year after be expanded but wolAl not pe | gration. 

next, given the impact of the constricted. The following tablé shows 
‘new group of sophomores in The committee must recom-| (A) projected fall, 1968, enroll- 
the fall of 1969. mend both high school and|Ments without any boundary 
bp The second map would leave junior high boundaries to the changes, (B) fall 1968, enroll- 
in their present schools. about School Board. No junior-high: ments at the ideal 12 per cent 
385 of this year’s sophomores | proposals have been finished, |}over rated capacity and (C) 
and, juniors “now attending|| The second high-school pio fall 1968 enrollments under 
out-of-zone schools under the posal would not equalize en-j||the map finished yesterday. 


School Board policy that per- : 
1 ° * W { as : as T . TILSt * ‘ 
mits students to transfer from MM Aet ieciaeahe eae High Sehools (A) (B) (C) 


crowded schools to schools 
that are under capacity. 


} - ; c1VEe each school an *o]}.|| Ballou 1750 1335 1382 
While acknowledging that it sa 12 per at any enroll) Cardozo 1650 2003 1919) 
Fever ee pea toll capacity. Projected enroll. | Coolidge 1750. 1657 1677 | 
fo eene ae ren in’ their|/ ments under the first map |Dunbar ©) 4475 1415 1352 
he. Schools, Boyd said itl) range from 9.1 to 143 per cént | Eastern, 2550 2590 2557 


Proviniere teens o yeuue above rated capacity. Under |McKinley » 2400 2010 2006 
Pa toe eehiete 0 S minority |} tha second map, they rangt |Roosevelt  , 13875 1657 1636 
he peng boundaries for!| from 7.5, to 16.4 pet cent over)|Spingarn 1775 1830 1848 


ithe whole city. . inated capacity, 0.) jy | Western 1270 1448 1474 
ae jWilson 1375, '1645,, 1673 


the boundary revision is to| Anacostia 1775 1540 1589) ° 
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; Map SW second proposal for revision of high, school zones. ‘ 
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CONSERVATIVES who 


keep counseling dissidents 
to “work within the system” 


Worki 


don’t care mich tor Julius | 


Hobson, in spite of the fact 
that he has made a career of 
practicing what they preach. 

The reason is that their 
appeals to “work within the 
System” really translate 
into exhortations to make 
peace with the status quo. 
They find Hobson upsetting 
because he has become ex. 
pert at working within the’ 
system for change. 

His major  successes— 
most notably in improving’ 


a v 


public education for black 
children—have : resulted di- 
rectly from his faculty for 
using the system to change 
the system. 

His new booklet, 


“The’ 


ng in the System 


° 


Damned Information,” gives _ 


some practical insights into 
how it is done. The booklet, 


published by the nonprofit | 


Washington Institute 
Quality Education which he 
heads, is the second in a se- 
ries on society’s “damned.” 
The first, “The Damned 
Children,” points out how 


- unequal treatment, financial 


-and otherwise, has con: 
'demned_ ghetto youngsters 
inadequate education. 


_ to 


_ Subsequent publications will 


' include “The Damned Ad- 
’ ministrators andi the 
| Budget,’ “The Damned 
Teachers” and “The 
Damned Black Federal 

| | Worker.” . 
'. The “Damned Informa- 


_ tion” isn’t the most interest: 


ing, but it may turn out to 
be the most useful of the 


lot. In it, Hobson explains 


that some of his fights have 
been made. unnecessarily 
difficult by official reluct- 


- ance to provide information 


— 


that ought to be publicly 


* available. 


MORE TO the point, he 


| provides practical pointers 
_ on how to force bureaucrats 


= 


' the 
available to them in cases 


‘to make the 


information 
available. : 


for. 


The preface by Rep. John ' 


_E. Moss (D-Calif.) describes 


Hobson’s book this way: 
“Not ‘only is it a valuable 
tool in illustrating how the 
Jaw can work for the indi- 
vidual, but it also is an im- 
portant contribution toward 
enlightening the public as to 
avenues of recourse 


_ where they are denied their 
' right to information.” 


Moss was chairman of the 


i subcommittee that- created 


the Freedom of Information 
Act that Hobson has used to 
pry information out of relue- 


‘tant officials, 


“The Damned 


| ion” lists step-by-step direc- 
tions for requesting data, 


tells what to do when offi- 
cials refuse to furnish it, 


-and even suggests ways of 
. getting 


congressmen and 


courts into the act, 


Informa- 


% 


3 


Vi ts 9 


It includes sample plead- 
ings from successful law- 
suits, including some of 
Hobson’s, and a_ state-by- 
state Analysis of information 
laws. 

Some of the booklet’s con- 
tents will be useful in law 
schools, among which Hob- 


_ Son hopes to find a market, 


FAR MORE of it will be 
valuable to local activists 
who often find themselves 
relying too much on enthusi- 


‘asm:and too little on hard 


facts. This is especially true 
of the chapter that, tells how 
to tise the information once 
you've got it. , 

Hobson sald he was 
moved. to publish the book- 
let by requests from law stu- 
dents and civil rights activ- 
ists who wanted to know 


‘ how he had.put his own.sue- 


cessful cases together. , 

Most often, he said, they 
wanted to know how to doc- 
ument the things they knew 
to be true: how to prove dis- 
crimination in employment, 
how to measure discrimina- 
tion in education, how to 
show unequal treatment in 
housing, public transporta- 
tion or health services, 

That sort of documenta- 


tion has been a particularly \: 


strong point for Hobson, a 
Statistician by profession. 
(The booklet is available for 
$3.95 at the Washington In- 
stitute for Quality Educa- 
tion, 300 M St. SW, 20024.) 

Be warned: “The Damned 
Information” is not enter- 
taining, although it might 
well have been. A recount-' 
ing of the efforts involved 
in springing ‘loose the infor- 
mation Hobson needed for 
his schoob suit, for instance; 
with some indication of how 
new bits of information in- 
fluenced the shape of the 
litigation, could have 
added life to the 68 pages. 

So could a glimpse at 
some of a, strengths and 
weaknesses | of , his oppo- 
nents. Or an_ occasional 
smile. 

What Hobson has pro; 
duced instead is a handbook 
that will appeal almost 
solely to those who intend 
to ‘act. He tells them how to 
do it “within the system,” 
4 $ é , 
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She oa iter esata By Kim Willensdn 
SUR: : “Statl Rat porher \ 
“While iNere: hae been sore economir Bibedlls to Bear on 


minor progress in employmentiemployers a sea dl 
F said his group is drawin 
dpportunities’ for Negraes : mia g aNiselected buying” list of 
and farge the | stores that. employ Negroes} 
a snot muieb, “better Phe | dist WHl be distributed 
Hoday than. it whs 10° years AO, during oe eae shopping 
ai Newre Meaders,, told’ san AEBSete AN he. Beke the. 
jAmieriean, Civil Liberties pACLU for Jegal belp in hi) 
Union: meeting lastcnights battle. against the  Potoma 
“And until merit: biting andi! levtrie : ob LN and the; 
“become the. rugs Veshingtan Gas Tight Cov 
‘the exception) neither of which, he asserted | 
‘ganizations, will “Gon | “has fair hiring aaa 
hinue 10) ‘exert economic dni ANe said He wants legal help, 
‘pgessure toy the! rienkt: fo Davestigate \ whether the) 
fo their Vability . against ed): wo romparti¢s are “living up) 
ploviers who distalininbler: the 12 their contcacts” with the, 
four apreed District and the Kederal Gov) 
; The. “apenkers. “welo: “Ruth ernment ‘Pederal’ contract. 
Bathe: of the Commissioners’ | Imay, but do not always com, 
‘Counciibn Bama’ Relations: bAiD bon * discrimination 
iiutius Hobson, president of eladses, CORE. was recently) 
CORE: the Rev. B. ‘Franklin enjoined from a campaign ody 
ackson, president of the. Dis-;Pasting “merit hiring” stamps 
aeiet: MAACR. and’ Walter} on puneh: card bills that would) 
BLewis, exectitive director of|have made. them useless) for) 
the: Washington - “Uxban |machine ACCOUNTING. 
éegue, About 40 persons af | Lewis noted that. there hal | 
tended | ihe ‘meeting it: the | also. heen minor progress, it) ish 
Philip Murray Building. “i votting Negroes inte private 
eat private industry,” said/ clerical positions, Gut that i 
3 ‘Hobson, “for &il practical’ pur. mancial instiiutions, | insurance! 
POSES there ig po place for, compantes ) and real | esta) 
ee Loe,” oti: that the un: concerns, ‘are “tough tuts tt 
yhept ate among | Nes} errek!t in’ Leen: ‘of employ f 
vane ah HA per cent, a8) nearly) ment” poltoles, Fe : ; 
ha that of whites, vat: ve por” AM four: ‘aareed that “one 
ety Habson: Bald, hia car'gtatade roajor rablant ts: getting the ' 
rinthon weaylt My nelayue’ tes ing) Dis Prot ee the @earal Gar 
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ed, “that we pump all the ex: 
tras into the schools for the 
children of the wealthy, and, 
starve the schools for the 
children of the poor,’ Ke 4 


» Julius W. Hobson, presi- 
| dent of Washington CORE, 
‘said that “it would cost less 
ito abolish crime than it does 
‘ito permit it.” 

He made the observation ay 


i 

i 

i Renan suas 

i a’ Monday meeting at the! 

i Church of the Redeemer, } 

i . (Presbyterian, on the question | 

i of preventing and curbing, 

juvenile delinquency. 

| au “Even without basic 

} ichanges in the economy, wel 
‘could greatly reduce ‘most| 

juvenile crime and we could} 

| do so without inereasing the 

: police force,” Mr. Hobson 
declared, 

( “If we want to measure. 

cost in money terms ~~ and 

‘it is a sad commentary on a 

society that prides, itself on 

being Christian that money 

is usually the way we meas- 

ure cost — it would cost 

less to abolish crime than it ‘e 

does to permit it.” 

He cited, for example, a, ae 

comparison of Alice Deale 

Junior High and Wilson High 

with Shaw Junior High and 

Garnet-Patterson in the cen- 

tral city. as contrasted with 

ithe first two schools in upper 

Northwest. 

Tf costs taxpayers more 

per pupil fo run Shaw and 

Garnet - Patterson than it 

does Deale and Wilson, 

though the direct cost in the 

school budget is greater at 

that latter schools, he stated. 


MR. HOBSONTuther saidi 
| But it costs more to pro- 
duee a dropout or a poorly Py 
trained graduate who will ; fa 
alternate between low-paid, ‘ , 
jobs," unemployment insur 
Jance compensation and re- 
lief, than if does to produce: ais 
an eventual college graduate: iy 
pie i who will repay in income 
Cty taxes alone more than the 
cost of educating him. 
“Poverty is expensive.” 
o) oa : He said that “this is a rich. 
. country, but not rich enough, 
ito afford bad schools. 
bi “It is a tragedy,” he adde 
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Boycott — 
‘Jullus Hobson, the local CORE die . 
rector, errs in suggesting a mass boycott 
of Washington schools next month to 
‘protest their “inadequate facilities.” 
‘For this is not a weapon which con- 
ceivably could help solve that problem, 
‘It very possibly, however, could AgRTA 
ovate It. - j 
Unlike some of the controversies: 
which have stimulated student boycotts 
‘¢lsewhere, no one denies that severe. 
deficiencies. exist in District schools. 
And no one opposes their. correction, 
The immediate problem, reduced to its 
basic essential, is to. find some means 
‘Of funnéling a great deal more money. 
to the schools right now through the 
congressional appropriation to the Dis«: - 
: itriet. ‘ 
Ironically, the fmpetus toward tm- 
“provement has already been, stepped up 
‘Significantly through the 1964 budget. 
‘Acting largbly on its own initiative, 
Congress last year appropriated a good 
‘deal more for schools than the Come. 
‘missioners had requested. And in his? 
eurrent series of appearances both on: 
(and off Capitol Hill, School Superm-_ 
tendent Hansen is doing an excellent. 
Job of justifying a Substantially larger 
budget for next year, We strongly sup-! 
port his campaign. 
‘ But neither Congress nor anyone. 
“else Would be impressed in the shiehtest 
by the sight of half of Washington's. - 
4 schoelchildren, pulled out of their regu~ 
lan. classes,. wandering aimlessly for a , 
couple of days around the Streets. In-: 
‘deed, this is precisely the sort of pres- , 
Sure to which Congress most certainly). 
‘would not respond, . 
3 We have no doubt it ts well-inten+=— 
‘tloned. But Mr. Hobson’s idea would | 
amount to nothing more thay a self~ 
defeating demonstration for the sake 
‘of demonstrating, _ Eee sf 
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| Baptist Ministers’ Conference Here 
Opposes Proposed School Boycott 


The Baptist Ministers’ ‘Con- 


to hantilé tne areas proj 


a rn SRE OL cba hs | 


| Action of Sponsors 


ference of Washington and 
Vicinity last night issued a 
statement opposing a planned 
boycott of a number of Dis- 


trict schools. 
The action followed an an- 


jnouncement Saturday that 


CORE would conduct a one- 
day boycott of 18 publie 
Schools on April 20 td protest 
ithe “poor quality of educa- 
tion” in schools in poorer sec- 
(tions of the city. ‘ 

_ The Baptist Ministers’ Con- 
ference, whose more than 400 
members represent the major- 


° ity of Negro churchgoers in 


the metropolitan area, ae: 
knowledged there are prob- 


Ww a 


@ 


( 


Criticized bain 


lems in the District schools, 
but said sponsors of the boy- 
cott have “not sought to 
adjust their grievances 
through channels.” i 

The ministers said an in- 
vestigation showed that CORE 
had not registered a formal 
complaint with school admin- 
istrators and that “nos re- 
sponsible citizens groups... 
were advised or consulted in 
t'.o decision” to stage a boy- 
cott. 

A spokesman pointed out 
that the group is not opposed 
to the principle of boycotts 
but felt such action should be 
taken only after efforts to ne- 


he Washinaton Post hy has 


gotiate prove futile, 
Representatives of the min- 


4 


ity Life 


| . Greater Washington 
~~ B2 Tuesday, March 10, 1964 f oe 


} 


isters group also met yester- 
day with other civic and |re- 
ligious leaders at a session 
called by Sterling Tucker, 
executive director of the 
Washington Urban League. 
Also represented at that 
meeting were the NAACP, the 
National Fraternal Council of 
Churches, the Methodist Min- 
isters’ Union, the Interdenom- 
inational Alliance, the D.C, 
Federation of Civie Associa- 
tions, and the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference. 
Following their closed ses- 
sion, spokesmen — said they 
would issue a joint statement 
on the boycott proposal’ at a 
press conference foday at the 
New Bethel Baptist Church. 
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Hansen Meets 


The group suggested also thal 
the schools institute a pilot] « 
tutorial project patterned atter 
programs of after-school help|¢ 
now operated by private groups. 
An estimated 60,000 . children 
could benefit immediately from 
such a program, Mr. Tucker 
said, 

The group also called for an 
expanded human relations 
program, creation of a citizen 
committee which would work 
with education officials to im- 

- |prove the quality of Distrigt 
« 1 education, and an exchange of 
students to encourage ‘“‘cultural}, - 


Group in Bid 
To Bar Boycott 


Pledges Effort 
Toward Easing 
Overcrowding 
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Washington, D. C. 
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' Dr. Hansen said he was i 
agreement” 
majority of the group’s propos 
that .eac 
' |would be implemented in som 
_|manner as soon as_ possible 

Most of them, he said, could bi 

taken care of by administratiy: 


° “total 


‘tals and 


° action. 


° 


He will meet with the grouj 
_jagain at 10 a.m., April 30, fo 

: “a progress report.”’ 
Sterling Tucker, the group’ 


By CLARENCE HUNTER * 
‘ Star Staff Writer 
i A three-hour closed-door cor. 
> |ference between School Supi 
| Carl F. Hansen and 10 Negri 
spokesmen resulted yesterda: 
in some promises appaentl) 
designed to block a threatenec 
boycott of District schools Apri 


with th 


indicated 


spokesman, said overcrowdins 
in predominantly Negro school: 
should get priority attentior 
from school officials. The grout 


proposed that lists of schools 

with low enrollments be posted 

Ate {so that pupils in severely over- 
crowded schools could transfer 


to them. 


: . Schools Listed 
Dr. Hansen agreed, but *~*d} 


|ube ‘only solution i >+¢ rer wd-| 

ing is the construciion of new 

° ‘|buildings.”” Schools which might 

° ie take some of the overflow from 

° ‘lother buildings beginning next 


| |Key, Hearst, 


fall were listed by Dr. Hansesn 
as: Grant, Philmore, Jackson, 


Wilson, Deale, 


_|Hyde, Eden, Hardy and West- 
‘fern. Mr. Tucker said approxi- 


° mately 1,300 pupils might be 
\ +. |jnvolved in the transfers, but Dr. 


Hansen declined to discuss this. 


The group asked the schools 


{ _ |to provide the transportation, 
e - || but Dr. Hansen said parents or 


interested organizations 


must 


2 » |perform this function. He said 


the transfers would be in line 
with an existing school policy. 
Dr. Hansen agreed to take 
‘limmediate steps to see that 
|schools in the so-called cultural- 
areas 


=a 


' |ly-deprived 


more 


: . | \favorable consideration in the 
| \distribution of text books and 


other instructional supplies. 


“Fand-me-dowt 
hand-me-down 
|Tucker charged. 


supplies,” 


sot 
Mr. 


‘to discuss the school boycott 
and that he asked to attend«the 


diffusion.” ° 


group’s requests with a recogni- 
tion of 
programs. . 


the District schools. 


be a “stepup” in the system’s 
human relations program if a 
foundation or 
would providé the financing. He 
said his staff will ‘‘certainly” 
consider the proposed tutorial 
program because ‘‘many chil- 
dren need individual attention 
or something which 
ments the home.” He said he 


hours for opening and dismiss- 
ing classes to. avoid double 
shifts in schools where such a 
program would appear feasible. 


|White House presidential ad- 


Mr. Tucker accompanied the|: 


“the many fine 
. fine teachers, 
and good administrators,” in 


Dr. Hansen.said there would 


other source 


supple- 


also. will consider 


staggered 


— «<- rnx ra rR 


Julius Hobson, chairman of 
the Washington Congress of 
Racial Equality, and the indi- 
vidual who threatened to lead 
the school boycott, will meet}: 
with Dr. Hansen March 23 to 
discuss CORE’s grievances. Dr. 
Hansen said Charles Horsky, 


viser on District affairs, - will]: 
attend the meeting. 


: Called to White House 


Mr. Hobson said Mr. Horsky 
called him to the White House 


meeting with Dr. Hansen to 
help resolve the issue. 

Yesterday’s agreement be- 
tween Dr. Hansen and the Ne- 
gro group does not remove the 
possibility ef a school boycott, 
Mr. Hobson said. ,“‘I still have 
my meeting with Dr. Hansen 
and the result of our discussions 
will determing whether or not} - 
we have a boycott,” he empha- 
sized. 

Mr. Hobson revealed that 
Mrs. Gloria Richardson, Cam- 
bridge (Md.) integration leader, 
and the Revr Milton A. Galam- 
ison, leader of the New York 
City school boycott,,and other |, 


a 


Pe ed 


{civil rights figures willebe here 


gnext Wednesday to help CORE 
yplan the District protest. 
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/ ss UNDERSTANDING DEFENDED 


‘Teachers Slap 


6 


Hohson 


for Boycott Threat 


{ 


By CORDELIA RUFFIN 


Can a child from a slum back- 
ground be expected to know that 
& rose is more fragrant than a 


potato? 


Julius Hobson, head of the 
Washington chapter of CORE, 
says he cannot, and that this is 
One of the problems that bol- 


sters his argument that middle 
Class Negro teachers in District 


_ Schools don’t understand their 


L young pupils from less fortunate 
| backgrounds. He said that 


when children were asked the 
rose-potato question on a test 
in school, some had _ never 


smelled a rose, but they knew: 


the aroma of a potato cooking. 


If they answered potato, they. 


were “dubbed as stupid’, Mr. 
Hobson said. 


MEETING 


. Mr. Hobson will take his list 
Of complaints about District 


schools to Supt. Carl Hansen be- 


..fore carrying out a proposed 


's 


| 


| beycott of the schools. 


Meanwhile the High School 
Teachers Association of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, sent a letter 


to Mr. Hobson, opposting the 
boycott and taking him to task. 


for his position that Negro 
teachers can’t understand their 


ER BO ND PAINE OF 


pupils from slum, backgrounds, | 


a. 


« 


\ 
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“In the high schools we know 
permanent Negro teachers are 
as fully qualified and compe- 
tent to instruct their charges 
as are our white teachers,’’ said 
the letter. “They are well 
grounded in subject matter, in 
the psychology of pupils, in 
methods of teaching, and these 
certainly include a _ constant 
awareness of a child’s environ- 
ment as an extremely important 
factor in his progress in school. 


NAIVE? 


“To charge that Negro teach- 
ers, as a middle class group, 
cannot be sympathetic to the 
aims of underpvivileged Negro 
children borders on the lu- 
dicrous. You are charging them 
with deep - rooted prejudice 
against their own ethnic group, 


which, if it were an actuality, | 


could not be corrected as you 


so naively believe, by a short , 


in-service institute or ‘talking to’ 
L} 


as you expressed it,’’ 


The association said it favor- |’ 
ed presenting complaints about | 


the schools “thru channels.” 


“A boycott, it seems to us, || 


inflames tempers and tends to 


shut off communication at a| 
time when better- communica- |, 


tion and rapport are desperate-: 


ly needed to solve a problem |. 


for the common welfare of,all 
in the commun 


" ‘a 
OM eee TA a Cee ae NY a tani» { ke 


ie 


) (ofchoo! Boycott 


CORE Director Julius Hob- 
son is reported seeking sup- 
‘port for a boycott of D. Cas 
schools to protest their “‘over- | 
crowded classrooms, inade- 
quate libraries and laborato- 

\ ries and poorly trained teach- 
; ers.” 
pleat strongly convinced 
’ that any movement such as 
' this, which encourages our 
young people in feelings of re- 
_ sentment and self-pity, leads 
them further from the path in 
which their real help lies: 
Hard work and self-discipline. 
As everyone from Dr. Han- | 
sen on down will verify, I | 
have been as vocal as anyone 
> in, protesting conditions that 
lower the quality of education 
in District schools. In fact, | 
had Mr. Hobson wanted to 
march somewhere last sum- | 
mer when it became evident | 
that schools would have to 
'. open without congressional 
approval of the budget that 
would supply much needed 
teachers to avoid detrimental 
overcrowding, I would have | 
worked with him to unite all | 
possible community forces in © 
any action which might have 
avoided the situation which 
resulted. But the conditions in 
which the District operates its 
schools are unique and com- 
plex, and will not be bettered | 
by students who already know _ 
how much easier it is to pro- | 
test than to open a book and | 
study. 


nee 


This is a city filled with op- | 


museums, church and com- | 
munity service organizations’ 
that would have astounded us 
in the ‘little red} 
schoolhouses” of 30 years ago. | 
I have seen many students in | 
the new, well-equipped, ‘“‘de | 
facto integrated” school in | 
which I teach who are Ssur- | 
rounded by educational oppor- | 

- tunities which they lack the 
inner motivation to seize. 

What we need most now, I 
suppose, is a George Washing- | 
ton Carver of the human spir- | 

| 


| 

portunities to learn—libraries, | 
| 

| 


_ it, someone who can discover | 
how to inspire initiative in 
young minds and liberate the | 
many, varieties of human | 
achievement locked up there.’ 

But a boycott of the schools 
will not even begin to set the 


| 

atage for that. 

© Krank T. Davenport, | 
‘View President, District of 

Colwmbia  Wdueatton one 


elathon, ty ae Ps tf / 


~) sume to suggest to Julius 


fore, that it promote a cam-. 


| District's Schools 


f' A school boycott on the 
| part of District students i 
| would be an act of unwisdom, 
'’ to say the best. Present ¢its 
| cumstances, however bad they , 
/ may be in some particulars, | 
) hardly justify such a course. 
Instead of this move, I pre- | 
Hobson and his unflinching | 
followers a substitute andere 
| taking. | 4 
( CORE is a national organi: | 
. gation with corresponding in- 

fluence. My proposal is, there- : 


” 


| paign to induce voting constit- | 
' ‘uents (in the states) to urge ”) 
_ their representatives in Con- | 
| gress to concern themselves | 
more approvingly with Dis- 
' trict, especially fiscal, affairs. | 
Most of the major maladies at 
of our local school system will © 
respond only to the magical 
medicament of money. The / 
only physician that we can 
take recourse to is Dr. Con- , 

‘ gressional Power. CORE | 
would do well to bend its 
» splendid energies toward per: 


suading the doctor that, the .. 


day for further diagnosis | 
having passed, the time for 
. the cure is critically now. 

J. W. HAYWOOD JR. 


he Washington. 4 
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| WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1964 


et omer 


‘demonstrations to 


ae 


( ie ° : 4 
“Boycott and Budget” i 
Your March 10 editorial on 
the proposed school boycott — ‘ 
was most enlghtening. As a a . 
faithful and thorough reader | 
of The Washington Post I was ce 
only vaguely aware that ij 
school improvement was an * 
urgent issue, and: not ‘at all a 
aware that equal standards do | ‘io 
not apply throughout our city. 1 
It was a well-kept secret. 
_ If the cause is as urgent as 
you now suggest I wonder 
why groups less visceral and | 
better financed than CORE Pansat | 
have not been ‘continually ‘| 
hounding the School Board — ? 
and the Commissioners. 
I am reluctant to believe © | 
that “responsible” civic : 1) 
groups and alert arms of the | 
press depend upon organized ‘9 
non. arous 
their indignation pied | 
reform. However, until they 
can show more initative in at- ° *| 
tacking, or at least publicizing | 5} 


t 


our now admitted school in. ‘ + 
equities, I can only say: three : 
cheers for a school boycott! If 
the victims do not protest the I 
abe panel, who will? ee | 
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City and 


USS. Commissioner of Edu- 
cation Francis Keppel urged 
the: Senate Appropriations 
Committee yesterday to re- 
Store $25 million in funds 
for five experimental voca- 
tional Schools, one of which 
is planned for the Washing: 
ton area, 

Keppel said these Schools 
would not conflict with the 


job training portion of the. . 


antipoverty program. They 
would be located in various 
parts of the country and 
would each handle about 
1000 students aged 15 to 21. 
The residential schools also 
have been suggested for 
the West Coast, Southwest, 


Northeast, and Appalachia, 


Dad’s Politics — 


Baltimore Mayor Theo- 
dore R. McKeldin, a Repub- 
lican who has not endorsed 
GOP Presidential Nominee 
Barry Goldwater, will at- 
lunch- 
eon Tuesday. : 

‘McKeldin’s acceptance of 


' the luncheon invitation plus 


his remarks Wednesday to a 
businessmen’s group led to 
Speculation that he might 
Openly endorse 
Johnson. 


The mayor told the Inter- 
national Downtown Execu- | 


tives Association, “You get 
your politics from your fath- 
er and your religion from 
your mother, and there is 


very little you can do about ~ 


either although this. time I 


_ may change my politics.” 


| ACT Reacts 


Julius Hobson, head of 
the District chapter of As- 
sociated Community Teams, 


told School Superintendent | 


Carl F. Hansen 
that ACT fully 
opposition to busing as a 


yesterday 


President 


backs his | 


solution to de facto school ' 


Segregation here, 
In a telegram, Hobson 


said, “De facto segregation 
must be fought in the area 
of -housing. The only solu- 
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tion to the problems in the 


provement o 
. Schools,” 
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School system is the | im: 
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State: Keppel Makes Plea to Keep : 


Experimental Schools | 
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Rights Group Posipones| 
' Protest Week for 5 Days | 


_ _ Julius Hobson, chairman of {tant Washington civil rights|instead on Saturday, according, 
Associated Community team organization, to Hobson. 
[ (ACT) sald yesterday there has|_ Originally slated to begin The school stay-at-home now 


yesterday with a “Stay-at- 
_ been a five-day postponement home-from-school-day” for is. has been dropped because par- 
ents of Shaw and Hines junior 


in the “Seven Days in May” |trict children, the week of 
L campaign planned by his mili-|loca] rights protests will begin|high school students were not 
SN eee mote me .. Sympathetic, Hobson said. 


He said the rescheduling 
was due to the inability of 
most out of town rights lead- 
Jers to be on hand until this 
weekend. 

A feature of the first day’s’ 
activities in the new schedule 
will be trips by busloads of 
citizens to the homes of five 
District leaders, Hobson said.) 

The officials include Police! 
(Chief John Layton; Commis-' 
‘Sioners Walter N. Tobriner, 
and John B. Duncan; Welfare. 
‘director Donald D. Brewer 
and James C. Banks, executive 
(director of the United Plan- 
ning Organization. 

Hobson stressed that these! 
will be “friendly, non-picket- 
ing visits in the officials’ liv-; 
ing rooms to talk about prob- 
lems in welfare, employment, 
job discrimination and hous- 
ing.” 


The ACT chariman said the 
rights activities will continue 
Sunday with a meeting at the 
Dunbar Hotel of “200 militants! 
from all over the country.” 
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District Board of Education| Urban League, and several{ balance as a criteria for adraine 
hersounel policies were debated eal Lear ele istrative staff, ae: 
publicly yesterday nt a special | Memvers pase) se G04 OAICIAUS OM! Mipe, Louise S. Steele, ONC 
meeting tat Dogan with eal saben e atenk ee ae, comme one a 
hour - and - five - minute sit-in!tendent for dlementary schools, nas Qahdidaiee Mand eee 
at the conference table by! Dr. Huatus C Browning, | appointment of Miss Jobnson,. 
Lire members of ACT, a assistant superintendent £60 | former principal of the Amidon 
The ACT members occupied tained that Miss Johnsen, aha | paper pana i ete es 
the seats of board mambers this white. was aprointed because | ree fiscal in . : pevies te 
protest the actions of three of|ine gull hoard and Swot, Carl F.| ae Nebah - piel sia ae 
the four Negro members, whom! tansen rated her as ie best |4, Hees. : a He a 
jthey characterized as “Unele| qualified candidate. inclines ener ae emcee 
Toms.” xi Gate, jineluding length of service, 
ad ee 7 Tucker told reporters nsffer!were violated and thas She 
The ACT members submitted | the meeting that the questioning opposed appointing an adminis. 
peacelully after three policemen | showed that the board aid notlirator with a “fixed philoso gy 
entered the board room and told) give sufficient weight ta racial! of education” She tie Negre 
them they were under arrest.|* ‘Heal ljcat eta oe cM Be alas ‘eae 
Charged with disorderly conde?) “SS sen si i nme 
iwere Julius W. Hobsen, ACT 
chairman; Richard Brown, ACT 
officas manager, and Samuel 
Graham, president of the South 
least Oivic Association, All three 
Posted $10 bond for trial set for 
next Tuesday. " 


Geeupy Seats 

‘The demonstrators first sat-in 
at 12:58 p.m. during a meeting 
of the Duildings and grounds 
‘committee, The mecting ended 
Re 1:10 pm. and the demonstra- 
tors moved to seats at the head “nie 
of the table usually occupied by 
board president Wesley S, 
Williams and the school super- 

. Intendent and his aides. 

Williams four times asked 
Hobson and his colleagues to 
leave, but Hobson insisted they 
vould only leave if arrested, 

The demonstration was not 
supported by the Negro minis-| . 
ters’ “Committee of 100° and 5 be 
civil rights leaders who called 
for the meeting on personnel , 
policies, For nearly two hours | 
[Sterling Tucker, executive! 
|director of the ‘Washington| 


iba) ANS esta 


| 


ViOvsoli, TWU Uulers | 
placed under arrest 


and 

LILLIAN WIGGINS 
Terms like ‘‘liar,’ “Uncle 
'Tom,” ‘two oldest. black 
members,”’ “rabble rousers,”’ 
“heating a dead horse,” and 
“castigaling people,’’ were 
imade at-a_ school board 
meeting Monday before three 
protesting citizens were ar- 
rested for a ‘‘sit - in’ in the 

i board president’s chair. 
The meeting scheduled for 
(1:30 p.m. was delayed until 
2 p.m, when high police of- 


By RUTH JENKINS | 


{ 


ficials arrived and arrested 
three representatives of ACT, 
a civil rights organization 


.| They had refused to honor re 


quests to move out of head 
table seats designated for the 
school board chairman, the 
‘|! school superintendent and 
school staff. 

Arrested were Julius Hob- 
ag ACT chairman, Richard 
Brown, ACT office manager, 
and Samuel D. Graham, 


Rn 


” 


or, Dr. Dorothy Johnson, 
over the predominately col- 
ored elementary schools. 

The board had approved 


ore Cpr ns meme 


| 


- but 


_ onstrations. 


'|tion I mean not 
|} but, equally ;public scrutiny 
!and constructive’ criticism. 


HENS a 


THE OVERFLOW. turnout 


included representatives of 
the Committee of 100 headed 


_ by the Rev. FE. C. Smith of 


Metropolitan Baptist Church. 
The Rev. Mr. Smith 
a prepared, statement con- 


tending that “school person- 


nel problems have created 
a power structure racially’ 

pointed out that his 
‘group was in no way ¢on- 
nected with the sit - in dem- 


In his welcoming remarks, 


—sehool board chairman Wil- 


liams declared ‘‘as always 
we sincerely appreciate your 
interest in the D: C, school 
system. For most assuredly | 
no. government enterprize or 
agency can function fully ef- 


fectively without the coopera- i 


tion of the public which is 
to be served. And by coopera- 


just support, 


“As so particularly 1 would 


| welcome this interchange as 


you come here apparently, 
and fortunately for all, with 
intentions, not clouded by 
the bitterness of alienation, 


ready 


wh * MY Lia TAIN, 


_ {But Col. Hamilton snapped 
| “Shut upsI am not excited, | 
| you’re the cause of all of this| 


SULT 2u, | 166 


At this point, chairman Wil-| 
liams came over, patted Col. |, 
Hamilton soothingly and con- 
|tained him rot to get excited. 


‘| | anyway!” 


|, In summary, board mem- 
jbers pointed out that all 
| School appointments are rec- 


jdent, and that the board is 
not bound to accept the rec-. 
ommendations of the person- | 
nel committee, although the 
committee’s opinions are re- 
spected and taken into con- 
sideration. ‘ 


, In support of Dr, Johnson’s 
appointment, Rufus L. Brown- 
ing, assistant superintendent 
in charge of personnel review- 
ed the 14-point procetiure 
which was followed in fillnig 
the vacancy. The choice was 


ommended by the superjnten-! ’ 


made “‘on merit”’ from among 
eight applicants who had un- 
dergone examination by a 
‘panel of eight administrators 


pee by the superinten- 
ent. 


who is also president of the|), 


but, rather, forced by the 
Southeast Civic Association. 
* 


er appointment on the rec- strength of your convictions,” 


ommendation ~ of Dr. Carl | 
| HE INCIDENT occurred Hansen, superintendent of 


schools, although the per- 
special school board!. , an 
epee called. to. explain sonnel committee and re 


BEFORE THE meeting got 
under way, a verbal tirade ‘ 
was exchanged between Hob- 


jected his choice. 


- Looking at the results Dr. 
. \! 
why the sehool board. ap- istoring the lea of Board i ae ree eae and, the | Hansen had recommended 
‘|pointed a while administrat:| (eBUOTINE, ANE -DiGa, Ola BOs FRSA Ee EN : Dr. Johnson. | 
bom is Chairman Wesley Williams Col. Hamilton had voted, Sterling Tucker. of the Ur- 
who said “TI am asking you to | for Dr. ‘Dorothy Johnson’s ap- ten ieecud ingabsenian tor 
move as a gentleman so that -pointment. Thereafter his |. iestions fo (Mri “8 awe 
we can continue the orderly home and business were | poe Fomen Ranke Pied Ve 
process of this board meet- picketed. 


ry ing.’ Hobson asnwered ‘‘We 


show the falacies in this ac- | 
» will move when the police 


iscussi this situation, 
Discussing u Hane 


he said ‘I am most hurt and 


arrive. If we are placed un- disappointed in the gentle. In conclusion the Rev. Mr. <i 
der arrest w> wiil ] ave in men ‘ckaveral clergymen) Ty’: Spiga cree La decs . 
order him? 3 oss fis fable, chur 
; ; ° Saeed in? We will not dg agi oss fiiis fable, church a action in giving Dr. Sohnsan: 
A sd nad a leaders, apparently in col-| | the position, the community |; ' 
¢ ' +) EARLIER HOBSON _ had | loboration with a man whol | [J8 not satisfied. 
| « explained to the standing | lis trying to destroy me and|,./’ | 
| + room only crowd of spec- “ | what little reputation I have.” air i 
: tators that “this is a sit - in ‘| “Last week that man, / 
demonstration to protest the (pointing to Rev. Gray) and e 
continuation on the board of | 20 other people circulated , 
\ | three black members who one of the most despicable 
have in the past voted | documents I have ever seen. 
, | against the interest of the ‘\It contained nothing but lies 
y poe cee / and he is a liar, If he is your 
Col. West A. Hamilton and | ‘ally, L-can only express a dis- | 
Mr, Williams have consist- lappointment ia the-group.¥ 4h i 
en tl yaey Oven a He ee | “He said that my associates : . 
ower group of the boar ent : ta ey fo 
eiileation anette: new mete i and I consorted to put up in- fet h , | t 
: | » ber of the board, the Rev. ¢ | | | Bi { Pi 
‘ ¢ _.E. A. Hewlet arrived with ferior buildings in colored: oF j 
the announcement that he, neighborhoods . which fell | ~ bt" 
supports the track system, _ dwn when it rained, He is a we 7 ; 
: This is part of the continu-e | Jiar and he knows it pre Ae 
9) ° ation of the campaign against / man of the cloth he ought Mite 
— 7 the ‘uncle toms’ in the com- be ashamed. Pe : ie 
munity. ‘This brought Rev. Gray to tied i ae “el 
° ' Mr. Graham also noted | his feet to declare indignantly i A ee * 
pianist their objection to the fact ~~ (Ig anybody is a liar, he has “vf ; 


_ that Hinds School was left ‘heen one.” ere | nF Sree 
out of the education system’s) Soa sa aN, 
“4 _ proposed expansion plan. bay tec : y 
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Three sit-ing oceupy chairs prior to a special hearing of the BD. C. School Board, 
Semuel Graham, Southeast Civic Association: ‘Richard Brown, 


W. Hebson, Chairman of ACT, Bight foreground with hack te 


School Board member. 


By CORDELIA RUFFIN 
Pathe sobre: 
‘administration defended 

personnel policies that led to the | 


\ 


_appolatment of Assistant} 


| Superintendent Dorothy L.. 
| Johnson despite a double 
pronged attack yesterday from 
two civil rights groups. 

‘The first attack was in the 
form, of a sit-in’ by Julius - 
| Hobson, Chairman of ACT, and 
'two colleagues, who took the 
occasion of a special school 
“tee public hearing to say 


{here were three ‘Uncle Toms”’ 
om the Board —. Chairman 
3 Wesley Williams and members 
Col. West Hamilton and the 
| Rev, Everett A, Hewlett. 

ARRESTED 4 

Mr. Hobson appeared before 
ithe scheduled arrival of the 
| Committee of 100, a group of | 
Negro ministers, and occupi 
Mr. Williams seat until sol 
peame and arrested him, 


Other 
{! 
f 


School, of. ACT. 
the after 


a “ag don't feel it is necessary 


i troublemaker," 


sit-ins were Samuel 
Graham, of Southeast Civic As- | 
sociation, and Richard Brown, 

They were released 
posting $10 bond each. 

The ministers stood in the hall- 
‘way and aisle of the board 
room, protesting to newsmen 

that Mr. Hobson was “prevent- 
‘ing us from geing thru the 
orderly process.” 

Mr. Hewlett, special target of 
ACT for supporting the track 
.system, finally spoké up and 

» said he would like to “set the 
record straight.” 

“Nobody . ever asked me 
whether I was -for the track 
system or against the track 
system,” he said. tee 

“For 17 years I've served the 
cornmunity, My record stands 
out there in the hearts of the 
boys and girls of Northeast...” 

WOULDN’T DEBATE 


for me to enter into a debate 
with enyone ... I don’t intend 
"to be anybody's rabble rower oF 
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~~ News Phota by Wellner Streets 
From the left, 


Office Manager of ACT, and Julius 


camera, Col. West meee 


Mr. = Hewlett was” only 
speaking up because, he said, “I 
fee] I've been pushed in a 
corner. I've sat long enough 
listening to this palaver about 
me and the track system ... 
We have to have some kind of 
way of making distinctions. We 
have always had — ability 
groupings,” 


yd Hewlett said it was time | 

“stop using the prack system 

= a whipping boy. You're 

whipping on a dead horse,” Me 
said. 


Police arrived hast at the 
close of his spirited speech and 


escorted Mr. Hobson and his & 


colleagues away and the 
Committee of 100 gat on with its 
case — a complaint that the 
school personnel policies have 
“created a power structure 
ihe 2 _Sppointment of . of. 


Mrs. - Johnson, it said, oe the - 


“entire central administration 


of instruction under white 
control.” . 
Sterling Tucker, executive 


director of the Urban League, 


speaking for the committee, 


said if Negro children in the - 


schools see such policies placing 
Jimitations on their 
opportunities, “it seems fo me 


their education has played a. 


great hoax on them.” 

‘For too long the Negroes of 
this community have had 
decisions made for them,” he 

said, 

Rufus Browning, Assistant 

Personnel Director, replied that 

| Dr. Johnson was appointed only 

| after a systematic, nationwide, 
recruiting of applicants which 

‘included calls to 10 leading 


b Negro colleges. i 
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Soclates, Richard Brown and 
Samuel D. Graham delayed 
a school beard meeting for 
a half hour Monday by re- 
: bite fusing to move from seats 
iy aN designated for board mem- 
ees | bers and the superintendent 
q 4 GO schools, — 
wAviG [ A a They announced this be« 
 |havior as “a protest demon- 
By RUTH JENKINS | [stration against black school 
Julius Hobson, leader. of: | board members who. have) 
the three civil rights demon, 
‘Strators arrested for Staging | 


OSE LEE. ENS 


est of black children,” and 


a “sit = in” in school board’ [as an objection to school, 
pMembers chairs this week (board administration. pracy 


) tices, F 
Arrested on disorderly con-| 
‘duct charges, they were re 
leased on $10 bend. H 

\ % CS Seat: eee 

THE MEETING had been. 
‘called for the school board 


Said they “couldn't ask for! 
a better forum fo air our” 
complaints” than the court | 
hearing set for Tuesday,* 
July 27, ; : 
So they plan te ask for a. 
jury trial. And to subpoena 
the school board members | to explain te indignant citiy) 
and records, Mare | (zens why a white adminis.) 
L.And to picket the law of" trator, Dr. Dorothy Johnson. 
fice of Schogh See ‘had heen placed itt charge. 
rile thei, poteernene| ite Breamitately colored 

Ae ad paniiintod cet pelementary schoo 8. i 
ing is being conducted across) | He Sr tated “We intent: 


the ener at General Ses ‘fo protest and demonstrate 
ee Ur eae ' funtil and unless the ‘uncle 
ye ae yee Sa S’ are re ed from the 
AS CHAIRMAN of ACT, |10MS" are removed from the 
es ‘oh| | Sthool board; and the supers 

the civil rights grqup which! intendent changes his polls 


"Ss: the sit »* in, Hobson: cy of removing colored edit.| 


HAA ge eiekeel Leatore thom the higher ad- 


MZ Williams’ home on Sate} fo . He a 
lurday morning. Board meme ministration positions.” \.. | 


(bers Col. West A. Hamilton. 

and Rew, B.A, Hewlett had) | 
‘been the target ‘of similar) > 
demonstrations ky previous 
jaa be Sin WCW ENS 
PoOMt Hohain and dew gat) 


an! 


soe 


Rritmanaince iy 
\ ‘This appointment, rejected 
by the school pessonnel COM 
‘mittee, but recommonded by 
Dr Carl F, Hansen, sehool 
isuperintendant, has caused | 
an unfavorable community | 
‘reaction: And overflow crowd | 
of concerned citizens was ate 
tracted to Monday's meeting, } 

Disclaiming any association | 
with the sit - in demonstra. 
tien, the Committee of 100, an 


<a rn end Sanaa argh ntnaaterereecthagng sa 
organization Jed by a group’ 


/ Of ministers, presentad a fore. 
. . \ } : 
voled against the best inter. 


inal statement of protest. 
against the “white power « 
structure control” of the city. 
schools which have an 87 per. 
cent colored pupil populas 


t 


tion, 
oe We a 5 

RUFUS ©, BROWNING, asm 
Sistant | Superintendent ~ in. 
chargé of school personnel re. 
celved the procedure _ by 
whien Dr. Johnson was selece! 
ted fer the contravarsial De! 
sition... a | 
He said that eight qualified, 


jeducators, including three’ 


colored, took’ the examination: 


his choice, and while there. 
Was disagreement among the 
school board, the majority! 
voted to uphold Dr. Hansen's. 
Tecommendation — } 

Mr. Hobson said after hig: 
Sit» in arrest that he realized: 
that this tacti¢ evaked some, 
criticism, aven from other Ore 
Sanizations equally. dissatis«' 
fied with present school Sys, 
tem operation, ‘aa 
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But he felt thal it served its" 


purpose by pointing up the: 
causes for community come 
plaints. “This has taken the 


situation out of the realm of. 


mere discussion and put it in 
the hands of the activista,’’ 
he said. i 
TR Da We : 

“THIS MAKES the public 
more aware of the problems, 


2 


if only so they can take an ins) 


telligent ‘position for or, 
against what I did,’ he point. 
ed ont. 


“This is just the beginning: 
of our public protest action,’ 
he declared. We are going to | 
promote mor civil disobedi- | 
vence, Mayb. encourage a } 
school boycott in September.’” 
i Met 


ianiriraittoaian 5 


from which Dr. Hansen made] | 


Qo 


“Viowers re-corivenes in Gen- preme” they did not partic 
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) When the trial of Jutiusimeoting of the board and, Williams) ‘you're the cause 
WNobson. and two of his foliwhen “confusion reigned gy-lot this diffleulty.’ | 
COBY o ‘ Tica ator; ; 
eral Session Court Bt 2 p.m. pate in it. | go, ae bt rand,”  obgon 
i Tuesday, the defense will) ty fect ‘THobson dtectited watd regret a 
continue efforts to show that sandiv he Haein aes sake Cehareses 
enste ee s created by ily a smile’ to the confusion.! HOBSON TESTIFIED he 
is Sega teal July) “The conduct of ene sehoot| Conducted the sit-in because 
{1 meeting rather than by board member w: Ot \ewin alt the school board 
| sit-in demonstrators nal’? i BS TE PUVA EMEA Gable, taneth 
toes anges) usual,’ Hobson asserted, fot had failed. It is time the 
The case involving Hobson,!a reference to Col. Wag tichildren of the community 
jchairman of Washington) Hamilton. “He shouted ‘re.} got relief. We felt the board 
ACT, Richard Brown, ACT peatedly to a member of the} Was engaging in conduct ‘to 
office manager, and Samuell audience ealling him a lar.{the disadvantage of the chil- 
D. Graham who is also pres: “He was approacked ‘hy! dren of this community, par- 
ident of the Southeast Civic! Wesley Williams who put his|tieularly the black children.” 
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;UNs as saying very politely 
“vou are in the seats of thé 
board of education, Wil you 
kindly leave?’ 

Hobson recalled replying, 
very politely, “this is a sit-in 
ldemonstration to protest the 
jeonduct of the board of edu: 
ications”? ee Se 


| He told Williams “we will | 
retioved | 


remain here until 
by police.” 

CARL 
president of the buard, testi 
fied, “I came into the board 
room and I saw three gentle: 


Association, was .heard by\hand on his shoulder but the 


Gen, . Sessions 
Andrew Howard Tuesday 
jand Wednesday of this week, 

The three are charged 
with disorderly conduet for 
sitting in the chairs of school 
board members including}. 
that of board president Wes-!, 
Hey Williams. { 
Puree * | 


ee ee 


ee Pune aes t 


| HERBERT REID, attor-| 
(ney for the defendants, con- 
jtends they sat “quietly” in 
“the chairs at the special 


\ Aig 


epee pene net tp ms samy ments ammeter 


ft HE 


TR alee aa 


eo aes caren ere epee ee renee iene ermerernne seers pen saree A te ARTA PNR HD 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Hamilton! bas been sitting al 


the same chair for 18 years. 

MRS. LOUISE STEEL, 
Who has been in her chair 
five and one half years, also; 
admitted the ACT members} 
“behaved quietly, 

“They said what they had 
fo say but because they took: 
the seats they did, there was: 

ja delay.” | ; 

Under questioning by Reid, 

iMrs. Steele agreed Hobson! 
announced they were. there | 
to “protest the three Uncle 
Toms on the board,”’ ’ 
it. James L. Faireloth, 
|precinect one, testified he an- 
Iswered a radio run to the!’ 
school board. When he found 
jout what was going on, heim 
i“contacted my superior and}, 
Jreceived instructions.” 
Williams, the first witness, 
istated he couldn’t remem: |" 
‘|ber the details of why Hob-| > 
{son said he took his chair. 
WAS occupying the) 
‘\ chair there with his pipe in} 
‘lhis mouth, smoking, I don’t 
jremember his talking in a 
-jloud manner. In fact, I 
“asked him if he wanted to 
‘Isay something. I thought 
_|that might appease him but, 
‘the continued to sit there.”) 
+} On Wednesday, the Rev.) 
| Walter Gray, a defense wits) 
ness, recalled his involve 
ment as a spectator at the: 
special meeting. ) is 
. Col, Hamilton ealled me 
a Har,’ the Rev. Mr. 


\ BMY id Wosrvay Jae LARA Bah 


nr rn rr a, 


= ‘Deseribing the scene whic 
Court Judge | school board member to 1 ct' followed, ie quoted 


Gray || this before.” 


,imen sitting in other board 
Willie members’ seats, 
Hii! § TY created an atmosphere 
tihat was clearly disruptive 
of the orderly fashion of the 
conduct of the business of 
the board.” | 
Smuck conceded that the 
three were “peacefully sit- 
\ting there’ but added that 
he has been sitting in his 
dseat for 10 years while Col. 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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*Y sald something fn an 
open letter that didn’t take 
so well with the Colonel” ¢ | 

JUDGE HOWARD ob- 
served during the proceed: 
ings, “2 don’t know what T 
would do if I came in here 
and a man was sitling in. my 
chair, OF course, 1 wouldn't 
care, I’ve been sitting here 
so tong. I'd just move out. 

“Bat it would disturb me. 
Yd have to go ask Judge 
Smith (Ohief Judge John 
Smith, General Sessions. 
Court) “what must Ido?’ 
“This is a unique situation.’ 
I've never heard of one like 
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‘Bias in D.C. Schools 
Charged at House Probe 


t 


' A congressional investigation 
‘of the District’s poverty pro- 
gram began yesterday with a 
iclosed session during which sev- 
eral organizations charged that 
racial and economic discrimina- 
tion is practiced in District 
public schools. 

Rep. Adam C. Powell, D-N.Y., 
(chairman of the House Educa- 
tion and Labor Committee, said 
‘that if such charges of discrimi- 
nation are sustained federal 
funds to District schools could 
be withheld under Title VI of 
ithe Civil Rights Act. 
| The Rev. Walter A. Gray, 
‘chairman of the League for 
‘Universal Justice and Good 
\Will, presented a petition calling 
for an investigation of District 
‘schools at the session of the 
Education and Labor subcom-|* 
‘mittee headed by Rep. Roman 
'C, Pucinski, D-Ill. 
| The petition charged that the 
“track system” of ability 
‘grouping in District public 
schools denies equal opportuni- 
ties, that funds are allocated to 
individual schools in a discrimi- 
natory fashion and that there is 
a trend toward an ‘“‘all white 
‘administration’ of the schools. 
| Also appearing at the closed 
subcommittee session was 


ACT, a militant civil rights 
prsenization rh 


eel 


HMneone who was fined a 
conducting a sit-in at a school 
board meeting, said he intends! 
to ask the U.S. Office of Educa- 
tion to deny federal funds to 
District schools because of 
ian and economic discriminaé 

on 


Powell said that ACT and the 
League for Universal Justicd 


and Good Will are. more repre; 


sentative of the Negro masses 
than the better-known civil 
rights organizations. 


ACT and the league have been 
at odds with the Committee of 
100, a coalition of Washington 
Negro ministers and civil rights 
leaders that recently reached an 
agreement with District School 
Supt, Carl F, Hansen for review 
of the track system. 

Other groups interested in 
testifying about District schoold. 
and other aspects of the District, 
poverty program will be invited,’ 
Powell said. ‘‘We will hear 
those who favor segregation and 
those who don’t,” he said. 

District schools are a. 
to receive $5.6 million under the’ 
new Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act and another $4 
million through the federal 


‘Julius Hobson, chairman of/program of aid to impacted 


school districts, in which the 


city is sharing for the first tim ag 
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litant Rights Groups 


- Behind D.C. School Probe 


Lawrence Landry, organizer of the affiliated groups are smaller 


By CHARLES D. PIERCE 
Star Staff Writer 


The two organizations whose 
charges of racial discrimination 
in District schools have touched 
off a preliminary inquiry by 
federal officials are relatively 
new and militant entries in the 
civil rights field. 

They are ACT ae the League 
for Universal Justice and Good 
Will. Among the things they 
have in common is the warm 
support of Rep. Adam Clayton 
Powell, D-N.Y. 

ACT is a committee of civil 
rights figures from various 
sections of the country. The 
letters are not abbreviations but 
reflect the group’s purpose. 


Original Leaders Listed 


Among the original members 
of this group were Mrs. Gloria 
Richardson, former chairman of 
the Cambridge (Md.) Non- 
Violent Action Committee; 
“Julius Hobson, a former presi- 
dent of the Washington chapter 
of the Congress ‘of Racial Equal- 
ity; the Rev. Milton A. Galami- 
son, who organized two 
York school boycotts, 


Chicago school boycotts. 

Hobson, a research economist 
with the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, heads 
the local chapter of ACT. He 
became active in ACT after he 
was expelled frmm CORE for 
disobeying national officials of 
that organization. 

Hobson also was active at one 
time in the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People and Urban League 
organizations. However, he says 
he feels that these groups are 
not active enough in dealing 
with the problems of the Negro 
masses and do not represent 
those who live in the slums. 


50 to 100 Members 


The local chapter of ACT has 
somewhere beteen 50 and 100 
active members, according to 
its officials of this organization. 

The League for Universal 
Justice and Goodwill was found- 
ed about four years ago by the 
Rev. Walter A. Gray, who is 
now its national chairman. 

Mr. Gray, 75, of 301 11th St. 
NE, said that his organization 


Newlis a combination of 26 other 
and| groups, including ACT. Most of 


ee 


Baptist churches, neighborhood 
and block groups, he added. 

Gray estimated that the 
affiliated groups have about 2,- 
000 members. 

“We don’t accept anyone who 
works against the American 
way of life,” Gray said. ‘“We 
don’t want Muslims or black 
nationalists — we have had 
enough of that.” 


Praised by Powell 


A spokesman for Rep. Powell 
has given the League full credit 
for persuading the Negro con- 
gressman to order hearings by 
a special subcommittee on the 
anti-poverty program in Wash- 
ington and the role the schools 
are playing in this effort. 

Gray said that when the 
league first approached Powell 
about holding hearings on the 
anti-poverty operation here, the 
congressman Said he wanted to 
get the sentiments of the: ‘‘gen- 
eral ordinary people.” 

The league then prepared a 
petition with 130 names of 
people who Gray said are 


“grassroots community lead- 
ers.’’ Powell’s aides report that 
the congressman was 


‘tremen- 


dously impressed” by the 
complaints in this document 
about the anti-poverty drive and 
the school system. 

Complaints against the school 
system filed recently by the 
league and ACT with the U. S. 
Office of Equal Education 
Opportunities contend _ that 
racial discrimination is prat- 
ticed in the school track system, 
in the allocation of school 
money and in appointments to 
top-level school administrative 


posts. 

David Seeley, director of this 
office, said that “while these 
complaints are being investigat- 
ed, we have not yet made any 
decision on whether  therd| 
should be a formal esas 
tion.” 

School Supt. Carl F. Hanser 
has said that he ‘welcomes’ 
the probe and that he does no\ 
know of any racial discrimina4| 
tion in the school System. | 

He declined to’ comment on 
the league and ACT. He added 
that “public schools are the © 
public’s business and they are 
open to study and criticism by 
any responsible group.” 
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+Pucinski Hits Schools. 
pil Groupings | 


By JOHN MATHEW | ‘Earlier today Hansen ystorn| 


my TN 


) 


Star Staft Writer charges that the track system 
is violates fhe Civil Rights Act)) 
: the » Tistriat’s | : eae ‘ 
Beales ay the POS bisa assertions without one|, 
{track system freezes pupils into item. of objective fact te suppart 
iow ability groups “might have | them.” | 
merit,” the chairman of 2 In a school system where 87) 
special House subcommmittes percent ef the pupils are Negro; 
seme : ; 
‘investigating District. schools and 75 percent of the staff is 
; j Negro, “it is hard to believe 
jand tha local  anti-povertyiuiat 4 pa sane sata 
\ heehee paket a ape" that the charge of racial dis-|, 
program, said today, lerimination can be sustained,’ |\ 
| Rep. Roman. C. Pucinski, D-| Hansen told the subcommittee. 
{., told District School Supt. | | 
\Carl §. Hansen at hearings) Parental Neglect Noted 
teday that movements of pupils; The Distriet’s system of), 
hetween tracks was “woefully ability grouping bas become a}: 


{ 


} 


¢ 

4 small.” Pucinski said, “In this |“scapegeating device,” Hansan|! 
‘How figure 1 see the heart of the|said, which does not get at the), 
i inquiry.” iroot causes of problems, } 
(| Last year, 6.1 percent of! "Flaws in operation, over- iH 
f pupils at the high school level| crowding in schools and parent-) 


and 3.1 pereent in the juniorial and community neglect of} 
high schools switched tracks. children are factors neglected) 
District school officials “bave;when the track system is. at-| 
‘Inot faced up to the magnitude | backed, he said. 
of the problem” of giving extra | i the dyvack system were | 
help to students if the lower |abandoned, Hansen said, men-| 
basic and general tracks, tally retarded children who can) ° 
Pucinski said. ido only fifth-grade arithmetic 
Dropout Rates Vary |would be in ihe same class as 
SaaS i ladvanced students doing caleu-| 
The defects of education forjjus, The special curriculum to} 
slow deatning pupils are prev ed, prepare students for college and 
he said, by the dropout rate of tracks for gified children would) 
30 percent last year for students | have to be abandaned, he said, | 
in the ay aes tracks, eel The subcommittee investiga- 
ie Saar _ Nee rate Oliton was prompted by com-/ 
eager aes hee oe ears plaints of the League for Uni-| 
sents a Chicago district agreed versal Justice and Good Mes 
with Hansen that some type. af that charged heats aero 
lability erowpin re naa rhe is ® discriminatory means for }) 
jability grouping is needed. Ine ji -yorammed retaration.” Han-| 
purpose of the investigation by!.oy “anneared today at the|, 
Ihis subcommittes, Pucinski said, Raa Pee aden ae Les 
: oe Peo a ay IG. ‘third public hearing — of the 
tis to give the District “a model), i sae @! 
Techool system’? thaf would investigation. On Friday subs 
make unnecessary caraplabats committee mombers with visit 
Jabout its effectiveness, ICardoxd High School 
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With the Pucinski hearings in the 
House, the determined efforts to torpedo 
the District schools’: track system— 
which means grouping students accord- 
ing to thelr ability to learn-~has hit full 
atride, 

dulius Hobson, speaking for his 
emall group, is back once more, still 
peddling his ridiculous charges that the 
track system represents a deliberate 
aitempt by the school superintendent 
and the District School Board to faster 
racial discrimination by consigning 
many Negro children to “an economic, 
eultural and social junk heap.” 

This foolishness deserves to he 
taken no more seriously than Mr. 
Hobson's suggestion that Superintend- 
ent Hansen, for the good of the commu- 
nity, should resign. The fact is that Dr. 
Hansen has bad more than enough 
provocation during the last year or so to 
do just that, voluntarily, out of frustra- 
tion. We trust that, for the good of the 
community, he continues to stay in his 
post. 

Commissioner Tobriner, after a long 
period of silence on the subject, also has 
joined the fight against the track 
program, at least in elementary schools. 


fn this, he is consistent. A decade or so 


ago, when Mr. Tobriner was president of 
the School Board, he opposed the 
system's expansion ta. elementary 
grades, He says he sees nothing wrong 
with retaining the system in the upper 
grades position he indicated Im his 
House testimony, but unfortunately did 
not make entirely clear. 


Hut there is a more important 


failing in the testimony of both Com-« 


missioner Tobriner and those others 
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Attacks on the Track 


who have been lambasting the track 
system in the lower grades, As Dr, 
Hansen charged yesterday at a teachers’ 
meeting, none of the eritics has pro- 


‘posed a satisfactory, eclearly-defined 


substitute. They surely have an obliga- 
fion to do so, rane 
Mr. Tobriner said after his House 
testimony that he feels sonie sort of 
ability-grouping of youngsters ts feasible 
within, the classroom without placing 


labels on the children involved. Perhans . 


so, But where doss this lerve the indi- 
vidual teacher? Should the decision of 
whether to set up rigid ability group- 
ings, or none at all, be left to the discre- 
tion of each teacher, in each grade? If 
80, what effect would this have on the 
pupils moving from erade to grade, 
considering the disparities already 
demonstrated so sharply in student 
ability? 

Mr. Hobson expresses a different 
analogy. He envisions e proper form of 
ability grouping within a class as “sever- 


ai trains traveling at different speeds. 


toward the same destination.” Is this 
not, in essence, the intent of the present 
track system? 

We have no doubt, as we have said 
previously, that there have been defl- 
elencies in the administration of the 
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present system. Dr. Hansen has conced- — 


ed this, in effect, by ordering more 
intensive evaluation of pupils’ abilities 
both before thelr assignment to tracks 
and during thelr progress through the 
grades, No doubt further tmprovements 
can be made, But mone of this, and 
nothing else we have heard thus far, 
negates the desirabiity and the necessi- 
ty for the basic system itself, 
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Potomac Watch 


Hobson, Hansen Sie Inflexibiliv, 7) 


On Growing School Problems 


By George Lardner Jr. 


“DR. CARROLL’S ap- 
pearance here perhaps rep- 
resents a triumph of cour- 
age over prudence,” the 
chairman of ee 
a panel’ pro- 
gram on 
Washington’s 
public schools 
announced. 

With that, . 
Assistant Su- % 
perintendent 
Joseph M. 
Carroll squar- B3% 733°, 
ed off with - 
Julius Hob- Lardner 
son free-swinging chairman 
of the militant civil rights 


' group, ACT, and a member 


of the national steering com- ~ 


mittee of the Organization 
for Black Power. 

Hobson proceeded to pic- 
ture School Superintendent 
Carl Hansen and the contro- 
versial track system in the 
public schools as the root of 
educational problems in the 
city, renewed his demand for 
Hansen’s resignation and 
called for a school system 
that would somehow solve 
all ills, preferably overnight- 

“We can’t afford to wait,” 
he said. Hobson’s choice was 
to threaten the schools with 
what seems to be his favorite 
suggestion—a boycott—un- 
less “the mealy-mouthed U.S, 
Office of Education” does 
something quick with his 
complaint about city schools. 
Hobson has charged that the 
track system of different cur- 
riculums — basic, general, 
honors and, later on, college 
preparatory—amounts to ra- 
cial discrimination and, he 
contends, conscious discrim- 
ination at that. 

Though he said he was just 
“pro-black" and not “anti- 


white,” Hobson's attack was , 


phrased wholly in racist 
terms, He even implied that. 
the old systom of segregated 


schooling, with Negro offi- 
cials in charge of Negro 
schools, was preferable to 
what the city has now. His 
suggestions were similarly 


- simplistic. 


HOBSON SAID HE WAS 
“sorry to see” school offi- 


cials concentrating on pre-- 
school programs such as. 


Project Head Start. 
“Just put our youngsters 
in school and teach them,” 


he said. “I am against the’ 


track system and the whole 
concept of testing, I charge 
Dr. Hansen, Dr. Carroll and 
the administrators in the 
public schools to teach our 
children to read and write. 
This can be done and they 
don’t need any more money 
to do it.” 

Carroll managed to hold 
his own quite well. He 
rapped Hobson for suggest- 


ing Hansen was “a racist” - 


and pointed out that be- 
hind the problems of the 
schools were “a hundred 
years of deprivation which 
has descended upon our 
cities ... . All the pressure, 
the money, the. resources 


have gone into the suburban | 
schools. The problems are . 


left in the city.” 

At the same time Carroll 
gave a candid and distress- 
ing glimpse of Washington’s 
educational problems with a 
90 per cent Negro enroll- 
ment: a small central admin- 
istrative staff (the average 
big city system, he said, has 
50 per cent more central 
staff workers), “little money 
for research and planning,” 
“the smallest requests” 
turned down by Congress, 
teachers and principals 
often resistant to change, 
pupils too often placed in 
{he wrong track and serious 
difficulties in recruiting new 
teachers to wade into it all, 


FVEN TWORBSON  acomed 
fo relent just the tinteat bit, 


Frnt 


‘ He insisted that Hansen has 


been too inflexible to de- 
mands for change, a point 
that seems fairly well taken. 
But at-the same time, he ac- 
knowledged to a question 


from the floor, that “forms 
of ability grouping are neces- 
sary. The slow learners 
should take the slower train; 
the fast learners, the faster 


. train, and all should end up 


with the fullest development 
of their potential.” 

But all that’s still moth- 
erhood talk. Carroll offered 
little more by way of solu- 
tions though after the dis- 
cussion he _ indicated a 
strong liking for an un- 
graded bloc primary system 
of mixing youngsters togeth- 
er for three years at a time 
under a “master teacher” 
with the help of instructors 
in special subjects. 

The third panelist, Wash- 
ington Urban League Direc- 
tor Sterling Tucker, who is 
chairman of the communi- 
ty Advisory Council Hansen 
recently agreed to form, 
voiced hope that a forthcom- 
ing, independent study of 


the school system, which | 


Hansen also has agreed to, 
will show “concrete propos- 
als on where we go from 


» here.” 


The evening, s seaneorod by 
the American Jewistt Com- 
mittee’s local chapter, had 


- arather curious ending. 


Several Hobson rooters, 
of whom there was a fair 
sprinkling in the small audi 
ence, came up and chided 
Carroll for not giving Hob- 
son enough credit for sin- 
cerity. 

If shouting amounts to 
sincerity, Hobson’s got plen- 
ty. But it’s the inflexibility 
he shares with Hansen that 
multiplieés problems. On that 
score, both keep popping 
up in the honors track, but 
Hobnon is way shead, 
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\ wore weeks ago Supertatendent 
(Cansen agreed that by the end of this 


school term no ehiid would remata iy 
the Distriets dantiroversial baslestrack 
assignment 
SirApalred by detatled psychological tests 


\ condudted by the school systery’s place~ 
ment experts. The stepped-up testing 


program, which, ensued has produced 
some surprising results, 

In brief, the first phase of this new, 
evaluation covered some 1,273 ‘children. 


who had been. placed in or slated for 


basic. "Classes... -by...school.principals "or, 
teachers-—-without the benefit, .of..pre- 
vious Oxpert testing. The, testers. found 
that among this total only 441 pupils, or 
about a third, actually were sufficiently 


retarded to meet the School Board's . 
stated criteria for the slow-learner basic 


track, _ Consequently, | most of the re- 
maining twethirds, or 823 ‘of these 
youngsters, will be assigned to classes: 


: in the soeealled regular track, 
_ “What does this mean? It quite’ 
obviously means that in the absence of 


adequate centralized testing, assign 
ments to the basic track have been made 


. tar more loosely than school officials 
\ had said they should be. Tt means that _ 
\ teachers and principals, in their desire | 
’ to help a variety of slow learners, have 


not adhered rigidly to the technical 
standards specified for the basic track. 


\ Tb means, tf these standards are to be 


rigidly aclhered to from now on, that the 
testing program wll have to be vasthy 
eagpaadad: aad: daaproved, and Ghat alana 


Of pevgrese witha: Dasle-track pupils 


(| ARENAAAINE MARANA, Belton eShexdinaen | HA 


\\ NNW PARA AY \\\ NAN AAA ale \Y \VAANAARAAAARALARLAAAAABAANMAN VAAL AM AAA RAQLMA CUAAMAAMAAALRURAUVARAG QU ONTO MTT eh th AUR AeA \y 
\ NN ANN \\ \\y \ 
\\ Art) \N AAA \ \\\\ 
N\\\\ wc Hea NNN AANA AANA _ ‘ wt tN ‘ 


WAS 


___. MEWRENEO MOVES, Mettnae™” 


TARO) DRO RRR A, TH 


r ; ‘ ‘ 
ait \ \\\ ‘ag “ ANY itt Aas 
the et ii ack 


See, 


But all of this is ae no sense art 
fndictment of the track system itself, 


Indeed, it contirms the justification for | 
the concept of ability grouping in | 
Distries schools. With the basie track \ 
standards more clearly and rigidly | 


defined, it becomse more important than 
ever to maintain special elasses for the 
children in this category. 


Nor is this the end of the problem, — 


For what now is te become, for example, 


. of those children whose natural abilities 


are nos quite low enough to justify their 


placement in the basic track, but who. 


nevertheless are unabie, for a variety of 
reasons, to absorb learning in regular, 
normal classes? The practical effect of 
removing these children from the basic 
track is, In all candor, merely to shift 
the responsibility for some more subtie 
form of ability grouping to teachers in 
the regular track classes, 

This is the problem which Dr, 
Hansen emphasized ab a meeting with 
other school officiais on Monday, With a 
view to further refining the curricula, 
he said he wanted written reports by 
next month on the various efforts which 
are being made by Individual principals 
to help show learners who were formerly 
assigned to the basic track. We trust 
that a careful, continuing record also 
will he kept, for statistical purposes, of 
the progress of these students, Their 
performance in & new classroom envi~ 
roOnnb Wil be an important considera« 
ton da the continuing debatia over 
by HrOUpIN nua 
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By, JOHN MATHEWS 
Star Staff Writer H 


U.S. Circuit Judge J, Skelly, 
Wright has ordered a: pre-trial: 
conference to’ consider appoint:' 
ment of an expert who would’ 
investigate». charges ‘made 
against District public Schools 
in a suit brought by a militant 
civil rights group. one ‘ 
’ In an order issued Tuesday, 
Judge Wright called a Feb. 28, 
conference of both sides in the! 
suit, filed by lawyers for the‘ 
civil rights group, ACT, on 


school children and one District: 
schoolteacher. |. 
- The ACT suits call for dismis- 
sal of Sehool Supt. Carl F. 
Hansen and the nine-member 
school board and urges public 
election of a new board. 
Changing racial and economic 
discrimination, the suit also call, 
for a permanent injunction to 
abolish the controversial track 
system of plipil placement, to 
stop what it calls unequal 
distribution of school funds and 
supplies, and to halt the use of 
federal funds for these pur- 
poses, 


Call Unusual 


Court experts of masters often 
are appointed in civil proceed- 
ings to determine the facts in. 
the case, but legal observers 
‘said last night that use of such 
an expert at this stage in pro- 
ceedings of a case alleging 
racial discrimination was’ 
unusual. 

The judge’s order calls for 


| Parley Slated on expert 
| To Probe School Suit | 


| and take an impartial look.’’ 


both sides to suggest an expert 
who would “study areas of 
school operation under attack in 
these- proceedings and report 
factual findings.” 

Julius W. Hobson, ACT chair- 
man, said the plaintiffs would 
submit ‘a list of experts “who 
would constitute a Who’s Who in 
American education and race 
Wpelations.) a 0g icivicin 


ARY 10, 1966 | | 


i 
Hobson, a_ plaintiff in the 
case, along with two of his! 
children, said a court-ordered. 
investigation of District schools 
would be of “great national 


| significance.” 


Wesley S. Williams, president 
of the District: school - board, 
said last night, “I don’t feel any: 
discrimination will be found.’ 
Mr. Hobson and the rest have! 
yelled long enough that perhaps, 
it’s time for someone to step in, 

The Hobson suit is against, 
Hansen, the school board, the 
U.S. District Court Judges and 
the District Board of Elections., 
Judge Wright was designated by. 
‘Chief Judge David L. Bazelon of . 
the U.S. Court of Appeals to 
hear the case. 


Briefs Due Today 


' Briefs, ordered by Judge 
|Wright, were to be filed today 
‘concerning one allegation of the 
suit that the act vesting the 
District Court judges with the 
duty to appoint school board 
members is unconstitutional. 
‘The suit argues that the board’s. 
actions, including the appoint-) 
ment of Supt. Hansen, are 
therefore also unconstitutional. «| 


Hansen has received propos-| 
als from two university re- 
search groups for an independ- 
ent study of the track system 
and other curriculum orgahiza- 
tions. The outside study was 
demanded by a group of Negro. 
ministers and civil rights Jead-’ 
ers who criticized school  poli-: 
;cies last summer. 
| Expected shortly is a report 
from a House Education sub- 
committee. that investigated 
‘District schools and their rela- 
ition to the local . antipoverty 
effort. The House investigation 
‘was requested by the League 
‘for Universal ‘ Justice’ and 
Goodwill, another civil rights, 
group, as wellas ACT. ; 


Vv @ 


3 udge Panel Should Test Legality 
Of D.C. School Board, Wright Rules 


U.S. Court of Appeals Judge|trict of Columbia, or elsewhere,|select school officials results in 
J. Skelly Wright has ruled that may, without violating due|a conflict of interest. 
the question of whether the!process be required by Congress} He explained that if a suit is 
District school board members|to appoint members of a board|filed against the school board 
have been appointed constitu-|with duties unrelated to the charging racial discrimination 
tionally should be heard by a judicial function when in  so|in the schools, it would be heard 
special three-judge panel, an/doing the court may be called|by the same judges who named 
attorney said yesterday. upon, as it is in this case, to sit| the school board members. 

William Higgs, one of thelin judgment ... of the actions ictal Seabatiiacias li at 
lawyers challenging the legality|of that board with respect to the 
of the school board, said that/constitutional rights of  citi- : ea 
Wright in an opinion Friday/zens.”’ : 
certified to Chief Judge David The suit was filed in January 

- Bazelon of the Court of/py Julius Hobson, head of act, a 
Appeals the necessity for nam-| civil rights group, six other 
ing a three-judge court to hear|parents, a District school teach- 
this question. er and 11 public school pupils, 

Wright rejected the argument/includng Hobson’s son and 
by representatives of the U.S.|daughter. 
Attorney’s office and the Dis-| The petition contended that 


trict corporation counsel that/Sec. 31-101 of the District Code ( THE SUNDAY STAR 
the suit challenging the constitu-|providing for selection of school ‘Washington, D. C. 
tionality of the school board/board members by District March 27, 1966. 
raises a frivolous question and|Court judges is unconstitutional. 

should be dismissed. William Kuntsler, another 


The judge said that none ofjattorney representing those 
the cases cited by attorneys in/challenging the legality of the 
this case ‘‘consider the question|school board, has argued that 
of whether a court in the Dis- the use of federal judges to 
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appointed Board for reforms ity has suggested electing a 2 
in the school system, shadow mayor and city coun. . 
The new group, tentatively ni cil until Congress grants Wash- 
called the Community Commit. ington self-government.) 
, {fee on Public Education, was One resolution at Saturday's 
' jannounced _ yesterday by the. community action assembly 
Rev. Channing BE. Phillips, called for the election of a 
Mr. Phillips, acting cochairs shadew School Board. Other — 
man of the D.C. Coalition of resolutions supported such 
Conscience and pastor of Lin- protest moves as teach-ins and 
icoin Memorial Congregational freedom schools. he 
plein the ue will Freedom schools—patterned 
hee tips ie reels atter those set up in the South 
_ {tions | ste education by civil rights workers when 
and its weapons will include  s0". ihe publie education system 
teach-ins, “freedom schools” ua broke down under the strains 
_jand school boycotts. echoed of integration — would sup- 
The Committee, scheduled MR. PHILLIPS plement Washington schools 
| rent Peace ae cai “We may formashadew in areas where the Commitice 
({o re ¢ _ found they were weak, Mr. 
||Saturday at a community, ac-, school beard Phillips said 
tion assembly on public edi | Teach-ins would help to 
cation sponsored by the |pjay a large part in determin-|“make the city and the Nation’ 
'; Washington Urban  League’s|ing the future activities of the|aware of the appointive School 
/|Leadership Development Pro-| Committee, he said, Board,” he added, 
|| Bram, - . “If the judges do not Bee enty The nucleus of the Commit- 
Mr. Phillips, a member ofthe remedy in Hobson's suit!tee will be drawn from the 125 
the League's board of direct-i(an eletted Board) and simply| organizations represented at 
ors and chairman of the/shift the appointive pattern talthe assembly, including P-TAs 
program, moderated the as-leither the District Commis:|and citizens’ education groups, 
sembly, which was held at Fer-|gioners or the President,” hei Mr, Phillips said. 
rell Junior High School, [jell laia adda dslabicaaiia . He 
The Committee, he sald, will) | a uae SL SENNA 
be a “protest-planning-advis:| / 
ory board” that will study! - ji} 
Washington’s educational! ! ‘ 
needs, report them to the 
School Board and stage pro- 
tests to force the election of 
members of the nine-man ERSTE Ane 
Board. , v" \"AMobeless Time 8: 1046 8 C An post 
The Board now is chosen by; dias és ite ‘, 2 tad THE WASHINGTON POST, 


A ¢liywide organization {9 
'{heing formed to fight for an 
elected District School Board 
and to pressure the present, 


said, “we may form a shadow 
School Board,” 
(The Washington chapter of 
‘the Congress of Racial Equal- 
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‘ithe 15 judges of the U.S. Dis- 
trict Court. A suit filed by). 
Jwius Hobson, a Government ( ‘ 
economist who heads the mili, 
tant. civil rights organization 
ealled ACT, challenges the!} 
right of Federal judges to cai 
select the city’s School Board} Rie ie 
members. eee if 
| The suit was taken under 
‘advisernent by the U.S. Court{e 
Jof Appeals and is not expected) ] | 
to be decided before the Dis-'p : 
tiriot Court judges fi)l the ex-|1 
piring terms of three School 
Board members by June 3hif ’ 
o The Court's decision will t 
bandit: uli WAR ea a 
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} Rights. Group 
Subpoenas — 
| ‘School | Board 


The members of the District 
‘Board of Education and Supt. 
‘Carl F. Hansen were among| 
19 persons today subpoenaed to! 
appear before Judge J, Skelly 
Wright on Wednesday for a 
hearing on a move fo halt a 
$240,000 study of the Keesnine 
‘ton school system, 


Attorneys for Julius Hobsons 
head of the mililant civil rights 
group called ACT, sent the subs. 
poanas today te the board, Han 
sen, other members of the 
school administration; two rev 
porters for The Star twe report: 
ers for the Washingion Post: 
‘Sterling Tucker, director of the, 
Washington Urban League, and 
Dr. A. Harry Passow, Columbia! 
University Teachers College pro- 
fessor, who is to head the come! 
prehensive study. 


The hearing will focus on a 
motion by Gibson’s altorneys for 
an injunction agains{ the Pas- 
sow study, The attorneys con-| 
tend that the study is being 
used by the school administra- 
tion as a means of circumvent- 
ing a suit that alleges racial 
discrimination in the schools 
and attacks the track system, 

The suit also attacks as un! 
constitutional the method of} 
selecting members of the school 
hoard. [t contends the board 
should be elected and not ape 
pointed by judges of the U.S) 
District | Court, 
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Ry Susan Filson eee sae My 
Weshington Post Staff Writer 

Wesley $. Williams, presh 
dent of Washington’s Sehool 
|Roard, yesterday took himself . 
eut of consideration for re 
appointment to, the Board 
next month, 

Williams, a member of the 
l'Roard for 15 years and the 
first Negro to serve as its 
ipresident, announced at a 
Board mesting yesterday that 
“under no circumstance” did 


mS 
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“in a neighborhood where 168) 
general income is below the 


Bas city average. , i 
£. ‘The Rev. Everett A. Hewlett 


said, “By not taking a position: 
on the matter of an elected) 
schoot board, we (the Board), 
are giving ammunition to the) 
people whe say we're mirahat 


\ yy : Bi ohe ’ stants Y « 
jhe wish to be considered for | er tee Stole’ Wilk 
‘ aay i , ewlett, Mrs. Steele, Wis 
ay} mnt te sixth term. ; ag ‘ ; 
i pointment 40 or inth. term a ‘Hams and Mrs, Roberts voted 

He is one of three Board) \ “for the motion, Voting against)’ 


4 


imembers whose terms expure 
Dine a0. The others are Gloria 


WILLIAMS 
candidate 


Remnrerer Gt arcieraag 


WESLEY 8S. 
mite AE ee wi i Vowtac Oe & 
K. Roberts and Dr. Preston A. puuuudiuoi coun. 
Mehendon, Board members eee tt ; | 
appointed by the city’s ‘yofases Stand — SA 
| » Wederal District Court he Board eofused at iy 
| judges, lmeeting yesterday fo take a) 
\ \ AS ie UR ong ro “t rane 

| MeLendon ath ‘ | position Tavaring att elected 
| 

| i 


; : Sehaol Board for Washington. 
A motion by Louise §. Steele} 
‘ta put the Board on poecrad 
\favering the House legislation | 


ifalled ona 4to-4 vote. 


eK ¢ 
The judges traditionally | 
lhave re-appointed incumbents. 
iHowever, Dr. MeLendon has’ 
| hoon dt and may not wish ta, 
peerve again. bservers had! Criticism of the present 
wredieted until recently that ipoavd has centered around) 
hoth Wililams and Mrs. Rob Hihtee major factors: 
lerts would be re-appointed, | ® Only four of the Board's | 
iMrs, Roberts presumably — Inine members are Negroes in 
would serve again if asked. a eify with a 60 percent Negra 
Williams's announcement ‘population and a 90 per cent | 
the field of candi A 


were Cal, West A. Hamilton, 
Buphemia &. Haynes, Irving, 
B, Yocheison and Carl Smucks 
MelLendon was in the haspital,’ 

Williams yesterday alan. 
praised last week's report of a 
House task force headed by 
Homan C. Pucinski COUN). 
“insofar as it signifies, or 
gomes as a harbinger of, a new, 
Congressional determination 
lane to give to our school sys-) 
item the full measure of sup.’ 
iport which it needs and must’ 
i uawe.” ‘ 
| He was critical of specific, 
laspects of. the report, which 
‘called for a massive overhaul, 
es the schools, including aboll- 
tion of the track system, “Lég- 
islators and judges have no 
business mixing in things like 


IRAPCOWS i : a 

Vital ‘darat} I a9 “i earecetara eurriculwn,” he said. genes 

‘dates under consideration ta i Negro pupil population im the Eats ce se aug nale . 

iter, including Dr, MeLendot ischools. eee a Ter aL ae 
i ; # Only one Board member 


land Mrs. Roberts. . 

Yhe judges are considering 
‘the now appobitments amid 
\ yy 


ihas a child attending public 
‘schools in Washington, 


i titense eontroversy over the 
imethod of selecting Washing= 
lron’s School Board. Legisla- 
ition has been introduced itt 
the House to establish an 
I wlectod Board with power to 
line and finance ttyiewn sehool 
yetont. ACT, a militant elvil 
J vstis group, has filed. a suit 
lelairing that judictal appolnt-) 
Hond of school board members} 
Lis unconstitutional oo. (wud 


BTN | 


® No Board members live iy 
the central core of Washing: 
ton where mast of the school. 
ebildren are concentrated, and 
only one Board member lives 
Ay + BMWA Wareere want wen veh ij 
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jeoting a civil rights group S|the school system in February 
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jthree months earlier by ACT, lit anyway. 


Washington Post June 30, 1966 


xy 


judge Refuses to Halt School Survey, — 


a 
CT Cry of °W 


i 
rejecting A /hitewaslhy 


‘ By Paul W. Valentine doeal Federal judges is uncon Passow study was originally 


Weatlagtion Post State Writer stitutional. That portion of the to be limited to the cortrover 


Wy ea! ; oi e stal track system but was 
“ederal dudge J, Skelly!suit is under consideration hy we 
eee id gel Jie Sheu | Sull is uncer broadened to include all fea: 


Wright refused yesterday toa special three-judge panel in tures ‘ordered for study © by 
halt a proposed $270,000! District Court here. | Judge Wright. Passow, they 
Sehoot Board sponsored aired Judge Wright, acting on the;complained, is also a propo: 
vey of Washington schools, re-| (iscrimination segment, orinent of the track system, an 
st ; gered an independent study oflabitity grouping — technique 
which ACT contends perpetu 


to examine ACT’s charges. Helates pacial segregation. 
to “whitewash” alleged racial asked ACT and the Sensor an se auciouapeaeniny 
and economic discrimination.| Board to propose names of ex:| Sai Onin Raid aA Cot eas 

in a sixpage opinion filed)perts to conduct the study. | “failed to prove their allewa- 
in District Court, Wright said) ACT provided six names; thel dons” rove their aueg: 
thare was no indication that School Board refused to give| “Sevan assuming the (Pas. 
the School Board detiberately|any, contending Wright lacked | wi ae baercey' ex andeai ak 
rushed through the Mare hlauthority to order the study lio. tnis lawsuit cae led.? he 
Ee "approval (of the survey to-and noting tere 1s. 110 COM | noted “the “fact remaing that 


} te PY : pores a ¢ sati 2 ’ 
‘combat a suit filed in ecourtigresstonal appropt jation for! study of the track system, 


a major issue in the plaintitt’s 
complaint, had all along heen 
contemplated , ... Furthar, 
there were indications prior 


aecusation that it is designe 


‘the civil rights group beaded| Shortly thereafter, the Board 
‘by Jullus Hobson. ACT hadiannounced ifs approval of its; 
eharged that such was thejown $270,000 comprehensive | 
Ose, isurvey to be conducted by A. 
ACs suit eharges that)/Harry Passow of Cobia bia, 
funds, equipment and teacher) University Teachers College," o 
‘enlaries ara distributed in diss! ACT lawyers rushed back (dee Gea fs ge Wee eee 3 
eriminatory fashion to the dis-jinto court and asked Wright). | be poet that the pe ae Of 
advantage of Negro pupiisjto stop the Passow survey, {School Board and School At 
Another segment of the suiticontending it was designed al eSB Re Ae Cs ae 
contends that the appointment “thwart” the study crtieray POs SB uay suit referted 
of Schoo! Board members by'by the court, They argucd tha | fe the danger of Studying the 
; Vantier tedeterrtie ORC GR CRC MACE FATA hack oystem Min” isolation 
and the need to broaden the 
aurvey, n 
Wright also said ACT's 
claim that Passow favors fhe 
track system is “unfounded.” 
“there is nothing in his 
‘work ‘The Effects of Aliity « 
Grouping’... which indicates . 
he is either for or against 
ability grouping as such,” 
Wright sald. 


NAME) 


A fulbdress trial is sehad “> 


wled for July 11 before Wright 


on the issue of discriminatory ° 


practices by the School Board, 

It is probable that neither — 
the Passow study, which will ” 
take 12 to 18 months to con: 


‘plete, nor Wright's independ... 
ent court-directed study, which °° 


hasn't materialized, will have 
any bearing on the trial 
Wright indicated in his opin- 
ion yesterday, however, that > 
, [he will be glad to receive 
whatever findings the Passow 
study develops as if moves °° 
along. “Gi 
The School Board “assured 
the court that the results of - 
this study, as they come in, will 
be made available to plaintiffs 
and the court,” he said. 
“iy the absence of a showing 
that the study is designed as a 


whitewash, this attitude reflects « ) 


the xooddaith willihgness to got 

: lio the bottom of the constitu. 

eS tional problems raised ia plain 
ae complaint,” he concluded, 


to the, filing of this suit that v 
la broad study would be re. 


- 


‘Jet Magazine 
June 30, 1966 


Confidential: Dee Cee’s Julius Hohson and his ACT 
(Associated Community Teams) are the gadfiies in the 
school board ointment. ACT got a ruling by a three- 
judge court to delay appointment of school board mem- 
bers until proved in court that appointment rather than 
selection of members is unconstitutional. Before that 
point was settled, ACT was back in court to ask that 
school records be turned over. When no school officials 
answered subpoenas and only school board President 
Wesley Williams appeared, Judge Skelly Wright ordered 
that the records be made available and officials appear 


’ in court, Meanwhile, the school board requested $240,- 


000 to study the system. Then Hobson asked the court 
to stay the funds until the constitutionality of the 
school board was settled. Legal researcher for ACT is 
Bill Higgs, Mississippi civil rights attorney, who was 
banished from the state. Higgs uses his alma mater, 
Harvard, for his research. Attorney for ACT is William 
Kunstler, a New York City lawyer, who also works for 
James Meredith, Jack Ruby and the DuBois Ciub. 
* ® * 
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“WASHINGTON, D. ¢,, TUESE 
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Ry JORN STACKS imatertal contained in the re- 
Star Staff Writer jcently released report of the 

District School Supt, Carl F.\Special House Task Force on 
Hansen said yesterday he would) Poverty in the Distret, ACT 
favor the busing of children to| attorney William M. Kuntzler 
correct racial imbalance injasked Hansen about the number 
Washington's schools ‘Gf thelof all-white and — all-Negro 
parents of the white children (faculties in the elementary 
would not retreat’? from the| schools. 
system when their children are} The superintendent said he 
placed in schools with higher| thinks 18 schools have all-white 
proportions of Negroes. faculties while 65 have no white 

In testimony at the first day|staff members. Kuntzler intro- 
of trial in a suit charging the/duced evident intended to show 
schools with racial diserimina-|that 27 other schools have only 
tion, Hansen repeated, however, onc white or Negro faculty 
his position that such a policy in| memiber. 
the District schools would only! Asked if any effort is being 
result in the loss of the remain-; made to integrate these facul- 
ing white children. ties, Hansen said he has or- 

Responding to questions about| dered a “maximum effort” to 
the desirability of having inte-| have racially mixed faculties, 
grated classrooms Hansen said) but added that he did not ap- 
he felt the District’s schools will|prove of the “totalitarian meth- 
‘move further toward a totally;od of pushing people around as 
Negro composition in the |if they were pawns.” He said no 
coming years. About 90 percent teacher would be transferred 
of the public school children are | for integration purposes against 
Negroes, his will, 

He told the court the only 
dramatic change in that trend meanwhile, has expresed reser- 
would come if the “artificial| vations about busing District 
barriers” between the city and|children to relieve over crowd- 
suburban school systems were|ing. 
broken down. | “T have grave reservations as 

The superintendent testified| to the advisability of such a bus- 
for more than five hours yester-| ing program, for once it is put 
day as the first witness in the) into operation, the pressures 
suit brought by Julius Hobson, | will build for its permanent re- 
head of the militant civil rights | tention,’ Byrd said in a state- 
group known as ACT. | ment inserted in the Congres- 

The suit, being beard in U.S.|sional Record. 

District Court by Court of} Referring to an editorial 
‘Appeals Judge J. Skelly Wright,| which appeared last week in 
charges that the policies and The Star, he said: “Tar in total 
ipractices of the school system|agreement with the editorial 
including the track system, are) statement that ‘the proper per- 
designed to favor white chil-) manent solution is to build ade- 
dren, quate sehools where they are 


re renenehncd? aware 
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Sen. Robert C, Byrd, D-W.Va.,) 
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Hansen Explains Pupil Costs 1S 


District School Supt. Carl F. 
Hansen yesterday. denied 
allegations. that more money is 
allotted to. predominately white 
schools here then to 
predominately Negro schools. 


In his second day of testimony 
before Judge J. Skelly Wright 
on a suit filed by ACT, a civil 
rights group, which charges 
discrimination in the District 
schools, Dr. Hansen spent five 
hours on the stand. 

POINT = ee 

ACT’s atttorney William M. 
Kunstler pointed out that the 
cost of educating a student 
ranges from $250 in some 
District schools to $649 in 
others, and asked Dr. Hansen if 
it was true that more is 
generally spent in schools in 
high income areas. 


‘‘There may be_ some. 


accidental instance of that but it 
is not a general rule. In nearly 
all schools where there are 
abnormal per capita costs, there 


‘are special programs,” Dr. 


Hansen replied. 
He gave as an example, Grant 


Elementary School, located near ° 


George Washington University, 
which has a special class for 
severely handicapped children, 
and as a result a per pupil cost 
of $600. 


Dr. Hansen. defended the 
Cardozo model school division 
yesterday and said it is 


“making significant advances in 
the direction of the objéctive 


originally set for it.” 


“People expect more than 
what we have accomplished and 
are impatient.” 


Dr. Hansen also took 
considerable time yeSterday 
denying allegations by ACT that 
the track system discriminates 
against Negroes, placing a 
disportionate number ef them in 
the two lower tracks, those 
meant for non-college bound 
pupils. i 
In the course of the testimony 
he admitted that the only record 
he kept on file of the flexibility 
of the track system was that of 
a survey which showed 119 of 
the 2770 elementary school 
pupils in the basic track were 
upgraded to the-regular track. 
He said he has not &sked 
principals of various schools for-+ 
a report on how many students 
are moved from one .track to 
another during a school year. 
“I make an occasional check ~ 
as a sampling. We have enough 
informfiion at hand to satisfy 
us. There is flexibility in the 
system.” * ae 
District Commissioner Walter 
N. Tobriner also took the stand 
yesterday. 


He said last year the 
Commissioners submitted a 
budget of $107 million and 
Congress approved $93 million. - 


dabble ae elteapeaiiel sie elites 


This year the Commissioner 
has asked for $115 million, but: 
Congress has not yet acted om 
it. a 

He said the Commissioners - 
frequently trim school board 
requests for funds for. 
construction and equipment 
“because we know there is no 
chance of getting a site and 
equipment.” : 2 

“When this is done the 
request is~ deferred to— the ; 
following year. 


+ 
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De Facto School Segregation Fought in Capital Suit 


e 


“college preparatory” andlif the suit is upheld in the lower 
“honors.” court. 
9Providing the city’s few all- The suit here was originally 
brought by Julrus W. Hobson, a 
white or predominantly pbs Negro economist for the Social 
schools with superior “plant,|/Security Administration and 
equipment, materials and cur-|the leader of a militant Wash- 
ricula” and, in the case of some|!ngton civil rights group called 
white schools, matching with ‘ 


His initial aim was to chal- 

public school board funds the 
lenge th 

private contributions of white thee ates peeauer =a fe 
parents for additional equip-|prounds that its members are 
ment and supplies. appointed by the judges of the 
_GRefusing to appoint and dis-|United District Court here 
missing from “high administra-| rather than elected. 


tive and policy-making positions 
in the District School System 18 Judges Ruled Out 
qualified Negroes, solely on ac-| This contention remai nsin 
count of their race and color.|the complaint and has caused 
GRedrawing public | schooljunusual judicial complications. 
poundaries “so as to separate,|Because all 18 judges of the 
segregate and exclude the in- District Court for the District 
fant by [Negro] plaintiffs ... of Columbia are defendants in 
from those schools.” Mr. Hobson’s suit, none of them 
GRefusing or Neglecting to|could try the case. 
demand from Congress, which} Instead, the suit is being 
governs this non-self-governing|heard by Judge J. Skelly Wright 
Federal enclave, adequate ap-|of the United States Court of 
propriations to stem ‘“‘the de- Appeals for the District of Co- 
cline of the quality of tthe . . .|lumbia. Judge Wright, a former 
public school system ... thereby| Federal district judge in New 
purposely and wilfully creating Orleans, is regarded as a Iib- 
racial discrimination andjeral. 
segregation. in the public) In a lecture at New York 
last January by William M.|schools.” University School of Law in 
Kunstler of New York, one of| Failing, for all of these rea- February, 1965, Judge Wright 
; the country’ t acti ivi] |SODS) to prevent discrimination|declared ‘that “it is inconceiv- 
plaintiffs—a group of 18 par- country’s most active civilli1,.eq on economic poverty andjable that the Supreme Court 
ents and children and one teach-|rights lawyers, alleges that Dr. deprivation.” cae: will long sit idly by watching 
er—said that a victory in their|Carl F. Hansen, the Superin- o i Negro children crowded into 
suit would represent “an ad-|tendent of Schools here, his Suburban Comparison - inferior sl umschools while the 
vance as significant for the/stare and the city’s school The complaint thus contends|whites flee to the suburbs to 
country as Brown Vv. Board of board, have “intentionally” dis- that white students. here are|place their children in vastly 
’ y receiving a better education|superior, predominantly white 
under better conditions than ar/schools.” na te 
ton’s Negro students by means Negro students. ' aah Judge Wright suggested that 
The complaint also alleges|the Court might require the 
f that Negroes in Washington|merger of urban and suburban 
Negro plaintiffs in the Supreme tem” under which pupils herelare receiving. educational op-|jschool systems to achieve an 


By BEN A. FRANKLIN 
Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, June 18 — A}: 
Federal appeals judge began|: 


ican city. The sult is against 
the public school system in the]: 
District of Columbia. 

At root, the suit is an at 


lated segregation struck down|| 
by the United States Supreme|| 
Court 12 years ago. 

If the courts accept this ar- 
gument, one possible remedy|#:: 
would be a merger of predom-|} : 
inantly Negro urban school sys-|§: 
tems with those of the predom-|#. . 
inantly white suburbs. In some], ' 
of the largest cities there are|—: 
not enough white students left/—:: 
to accomplish citywide integra-| ius 
tion by any other method. 

De facto segregation in 
schools is segregation that re- 
sults from housing patterns. It 
exists particularly in big cities. 


Significant Gain Seen 
Spokesmen for the Negro 


Areal Press 
Judge J. Skelly Wright is 
officiating in the case. 


17, 1954. The school board here school. levels are placed in|fered in the contiguous school} In the opening testimony be- i 
was also a defendant in that groupings according to ability.|jurisdiction of Maryland and/fore Judge Wright today, Dr.|| 
| 


decision. 

The Court’s ruling then held 
that legal and administrative 
manifestations of discrimina- 
tion against Negroes in the 
public schools constituted an 
unconstitutional denial of equal 
protection of the. law and a 
denial of due process of law. 

In Hobson V, Hansen, the 
case begun here today, the Fed- 
eral courts are being asked to 
declare equally unconstitutional 
the “denial on account of race 
and color... of educational 
opportunities, advantages and 
facilities . . . Equal to those 
afforded and available to white 
children.” 

The suit is based on the Fifth 
Amendment guarantee against 
the deprivation of life, liberty 
or property without due process 


many disadvantaged Negro chil- 
dren to the “basic” track. The 
cther groupings are “general,” |will be sought by the plaintiffs|teaching staffs. 
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that a suburban merger remed|schools here still had. all-white i 


school population of about 180,-|/ 
000 children ts 93 per cent); 
Negro, and the percentage of |i, 
Negroes is Increasing. 4 
The 14-page complaint, filed 
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Tracks Called! — | | 
‘Valid Only | - | 
For Whites’ 


| By DUNCAN SPENCER 
| 


Star Stale Writer ‘ 
The newly elected head of the; 


‘District Board ef Education to-| ‘ 
day took the stand in a civill| 
suit agaiast the District schoo 
| system and athacked the aystem 

. jof ability grouping in schools 

jhere as undemoeratie and “valid 
for middle-class whites only,” 
b The suit, in its fith day in ; 

U.S. District Court, charges the]. 

schol system with diserimina-| . 

ltien against Negroes. 

Miss Euphemia L, Haynes 
reiterated much ef her past 
erifiesim af the controversial 
track system in more than two 
hours of festimoty and cross. | 
examination, | 

The suit was brought by civil) 
rights leader Julius W. Hobson, 
who testified yesterday with 
graphs and statistics winch he 
said document de facto segrega- 
fion in Washington schools, 

Mrs, Haynes today testified 
that standardized tests now used 
to group children were created 
by and for middle-class whites 
and thus eould have Tittle 
relevance to the District's ve 
largely Negro low-income 
families. 

° “the burden of the track sys- 
tem,’? Mrs. Haynes said, ‘falls 
on the Negro groups.” Pe 
| She stated that the track 
system had brought separation ~ 
af races and that “this is segre- 
gation.” 

She said School Superintendent 
Cari Hansen had offered no al- 
ternative to the track system 

ain the six years she had been 
‘a sehool board member. , f 

She said track systam tests! 
funneled most deprived children 
inte the lower track groupings, 
We OY EA eo , 
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| By DUNCAN SPENCER 
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| Star Staff Writer ‘ 
| The newly elected head of the | 
‘District Beard ef Education to-| ‘ 
iday took the stand in a civil 
a8 ol jsuttt against the District schook | 
ie isystem and atbacked the system 
* jof ability grouping in schools 
here as undemocratic and ‘valid 
for middle-class whites only.” 
| The suit, in its iitth day in! : 
[U.S. District Court, charges the |. 
jechon! system with diserimina- | . . ' 
jiion against Negroes, | 
| Miss Euphemia L, Haynes 
reiterated much of her past 
crificsim of the controversial 
© track system in more than two 
, } b hours of testimony and cross. | 
lexarnination. | 
‘The suit was brought by civil) . 
irights leader Julius W. Hobson, | 

who testified yesterday with 

| graphs and statistics which he 

| said document de facto segrega- 

fion in Washington schools, 

Mrs. Haynes today testified 

that standardized fests now used 

to group children were created 

by and for middle-class whites 

and thus could have little 

jrelevance to the District's ne 
Nargely Negro low-income 
| families. 

X “The burden of the track sys- 
tem,’ Mrs. Haynes said, “falls 
on the Negro groups.” ae. 
, She stated that the track 
system had brought separation 
of races and that “this is segre- 
gation,”’ 

She said School Superintendent 
Carl Hansen had offered no al- 
ternative to the frack system 

vin the six years she had been 
‘tg school board meraber. 
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She said track system tests 
funneled most deprived ehildren 
into the lower track groupings, 
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Ts Held Vital| 


First Legal Attack 

Against de Facto 

City Segregation 
By Susan Filson 


THE MOST significant | 
civil rights story in Wash-_ - 
ington this summer might | 
well be unfolding in a_ 
Federal courtroom where | 
the case of Hobson vs. 
Hansen is being heard by 


Judge J. Skelly Wright. 
The suit, filed by ACT 
chairman Julius W. Hobson 
and six other Negro parents, 
is the first legal attack on 
de facto seg- 
regation in a 
major city. 
As such, it is 
§ poten tially 
one of the 
i impor- 
E ot ali Cay YL 
per: rights stories 
Be in the Nation. 
L Wright is 
considered a | 
liberal judge. 
° He predicted in a lecture ‘at 
the New York University 
Law School in 1965 that the 
Supreme Court would event- 
ually outlaw de facto segre- 

gation. ‘ 

De facto segregation arises 
from housing patterns and 
tends to place Negroes and 
whites in separate schools 
in most large cities. In 
Washington, elementary 
schools west of Rock Creek 
Paikeera cue predominantly 
white because the neighbor- 
hoods are white. 


LEGAL segregation was 
declared un constitutional 
more than 12 years ago by 
the Supreme Court in a 
landmark decision in the 
case of Brown vs. the Board 
of Education of Topeka, 
Kan. Washington's dual 
echoal svete was outlawed 
ty the sate deetaiony and ‘ 
(he aehoole were ene he 
pnberd (he Heatiwtige Cath 


see een Cl 


Miss Filson 


Civil Rights | 


Case Here 


The Washington 


8 However, the Brown vs. 
the Board of Education 
decision affected only local- 
ities where segregation was 
required by law—mainly in 

| the South and certain bor- 
| der states. Courts have de- 
, clared school zoning uncon- 
stitutional if districts have 

been gerrymandered to pre- 

_ vent Negroes from attend- 
ing school with whites. But 

i they have not outlawed 
{ . segregation arising from the 


fact that throughout the 
North, whites and Negroes 
tend to live in separate 
areas. 
Wright suggested in the 
same lecture at New York 
University that the Court 
: may have to require a mer- 
° | ger of predominantly Negro 
urban school districts and 
predominantly white sub- 


ie urban districts to put an 


end to de facto segregation. 


THUS, Hobson vs. Hansen | 
could have a much more 
sweeping affect on American 
schools and racial patterns, 

.than Brown vs. the Board of 
Education, considered. by 
many legal experts in 1954 
to be the most revolutionary 
° «| judicial decision of the cen- 
eee tlie 
The suit does not turn on 
\ the question of whether the 
school system and its super- 
intendent, Carl F. Hansen, 
have intentionally discrimi- 
nated against Negro stu- 
dents. It simply attempts to 
| establish the fact of discrimi: - 
nation. 

Hobson, an economist, has 
produced a mass of charts 
based on the school system’s 
figures that he analyzed on. 
the witness stand as indicat- 

| ing that white children have 

-. more money spent on their 
education than Negro chil- 

| dren and that white schools 

© yeceive more experienced 
teachers and more services 
such as libraries, 

The suit eould result dea 
court order that would, fog 
‘example, demand that the 
school system equalize per. 


anil Negeo achoola, 


pupll expenditiiresa ins white 


ft 


1. 
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THE QUESTION of wheth- 
er any court would order a 
merger of urban and sub- 
urban school districts to 
achieve racial balance is 
pure speculation. ; 

Hansen noted on the wit- 
ness stand this week that it 
would be impossible to 
achieve any reasonable de- 
gree of racial integration 
within the boundaries of the 


: District, because only 7 per 


cent of students in the 
schools are white. 

The issue of ending de 
facto segregation might have 
been clearer-cut in’ a city 
with a higher percentage of 
white students, where a 


court could order desegre- 


gation within the bounda- 


ries of one political jurisdic- 
tion. ‘ 

However, the aspects of 
the suit on matters like per 
pupil cost have implications 
for every major city in the , 
country. 

Hobson considers second- 
ary another portion of the 


suit, which contends that 


the appointment of Wash- 
ington’s School Board by 
Federal judges is unconsti- 


tutional, 


4 


life: 


1566. 
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' City Segregation 
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_ civil rights story in Wash- 


ington this summer might 
well be unfolding in a 
Federal courtroom where 
the case of Hobson vs. 


- Hansen is being heard by 


Judge J. Skelly Wright. 
The suit, filed by ACT 
chairman Julius W. Hobson 
and six other Negro parents, 
is the first legal attack on 
' de facto seg- 
3 regation in a 
major city. 
As such, it is 
4 potentially 
one of the 
2 most impor- 
tant civil 
rights stories 
in the Nation. 
me Wright is 
Miss Filson considered a 
liberal judge. 
He predicted in-a lecture at 
the New York University 


‘Law School in 1965 that the 


Supreme Court would event- 
ually outlaw de facto segre- 
gation. 

De facto segregation arises 
from housing patterns and 
tends to place Negroes and 
whites in separate schools 
in most large cities. ‘Tn 


Washington, elemen £ ary ai 


schools west of Rock Creek 
Park are predominantly 
white because the neighbor: 
hoods are white. 


LEGAL segregation was 
declared unconstitutional 
more than 12 years ago by 
the Supreme Court in a 
landmark decision in the 
case of Brown vs. the Board 
of Education of Topeka, 
Kan. Washington’s ‘dual 
school system was outlawed 
in the same decision, and 
the schools’ were desegre- 


‘gated the following fall. 


However, the Brown vs. 
the Board of Education 
decision affected only local- 
ities where segregation was 
required by law—mainly in 
the South and certain bor- 


_ der states. Courts have de- 


clared school zoning uncon- 
stitutional if districts have 
been gerrymandered to pre- 


‘vent Negroes from attend- 


ing school with whites. But 
they have not outlawed 
segregation arising from the 
fact that throughout the 
North, whites and Negroes 
tend to live in separate 
areas. 

Wright suggested in the 
same lecture at New York 
University that the Ceurt 


-may have to require a mer- 
‘ger of predominantly Negro 


urban schoo) districts and 
predominantly white sub- 


-urban districts to put an 


end to de facto segregation. 


THUS, Hobson vs. Hansen 
could have a much more 
sweeping affect on American 
schools and racial patterns 
than Brown vs. the Board of 
Education, considered by 
many legal experts in 1954 
to be the most revolutionary 
judicial decision of the cen- 
tury. 

The suit does not turn on 
the question of whether the 
school system and its super- 
inbendent, Carl F. Hansen, 
have intentionally discriml- 
nated against Negro stu- 
dents. It simply attempts to 
establish the fact of discrimi- 
nation. 

Hobson, an economist, has 
produced a mass of charts 
based on the school system’s 
figures that he analyzed on 
the witness stand as indicat- 
ing that white children have 
more money spent on, their 
education than Negro chil- 
dren and that white schools 


receive more experienced 
teachers and more services 


such as libraries. 
The suit could result in a 


‘court order that would, for 


example, demand that the 
school system equalize per 
pupil expenditures in white 
and Negro schools. 
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THE QUESTION of wheth- 
er any court would order a 
merger of urban and sub- 
urban school districts to 
achieve racial balance is 
pure speculation. 

Hansen noted on the wit- 
ness stand this weck that it 
would he impossible to 
achieve any reasonable de- 
gree of racial integration 
within the boundaries of the 
District, because only 7 per 


‘cent of students in. the 


schools are white. 
The issue of ending de 


‘facto segregation might have 


been clearer-cut in a city 
with a higher percentage of 
white students, where a 
court could order desegre- 
gation within the bounda- 


_ries of one political jurisdic- 


tion. 

However, the aspects of 
the suit on matters like per 
pupil cost have implications 
for every major city in the 
country. ° 

Hobson considers second- 
ary another portion of the 
suit, which contends that 
the appointment of Wash- 
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Figures Offered to Show Negleet of Poverty Areas , oa 
Fe ar * 7 é y o yf Pony = 
| qual SCROOL S pena 
| | By Susan Filson ily on figures supplied by thelat ending de facto segrega-jantly Negro schools fall be- | 
Washington Post Staft Writer school system for hearings! tion in a major city. llow the same fire,» 


’ ‘) r a | r 
Julius W. Hobson, chairman |arlier this year by, the sub-| He opened. his testimony by; Another Hobson chart, | 
: : noting that Negro meédian inishowea that only 18 per eont| 


of the civil rights group ACT, | Beko Een 
produced a mass of statistics oes headed) by Rep.| come in Washington is onlylof all Negro children attend! || 


in court yesterday to substan- Roman C. Pucinski (D-H1),| 62 per cent of white median'schools with honors tracks: 
ltiate his charges that Washing: and on statistics from the spe-jimcome. | while 70 per cent of all white 
fan's schools are spending tess eiat fouse Task Faree ra Under questioning fram| children attend schools with 
money on Negro students from {poverty in the District. Hob- William M. Kunstler, an attor-| honors tracks. 
poverty areas than on whiteleon an cecioriet a tne | Bey aetive in eivil rights and Another chart showed that 
students from wealthy  sec- Social aati Adniinistean oa, liberties cases, Hobson the percentage of “temporary | 
ions of the city. © | [eae obralat ‘ are fie 1) ae lanalyzed charts on subjects| teachers”—-teachers who, have 
The series of charts depic W ; se at igures OM) yaynging from the track system not met requirements for per-| 
Sees epict-| school expenditures with in-|}t 9 school libraries ees sa Ae tat | 
ed a school system that spends | some levels of Washington! pis first ae |, See SUIT, B27, Col. 1 | 
mote money per pupil as the xy nue His first chart indicated that) — RGA AM Siecle te 
Sala AS AS | families. in -aréas of the city with, a s=eseerie ee 
median wncome level rises Hobson took the witness! As sei ie he ie N + hes aa 
and gives poor Negro students) stand for the first ‘ ; pitas DEO Eee pai 
hy ow 5 AC he first time yes-| from 82 to 85 per cent of alll’ 
ess access than white stu-|terday in four days of testt-/ school children are classified | 
a \ «|dents to schools with librar-|mony on a suit he and six, in the basic op general veaeks ; . 
) J} ies. experienced teacher di other y ; ‘ Bi WE Bee aden 
ene srs andiother Negro parents have|during 1963-64. The basic | 
honors curriculums. filed against the school Sys-|track is fer the slowest Jearn) . 
j “The charts were based main-| tem. It is the first suit aigted! ors in | ington schools an 
AAAs AMAA A dtr GIONS NCCC IN ERENT UTA 8 ged] ors in Washington schools and 
j Bsc Dear eemnvmarviuctiinerimwininrirn Cuts Cc rcct eo the general track is the noxt 
(highest rung of the four-cur- 
owe yleulum system. Both are for 


students are enrolled in the 
regular or honors tracks—the 
two college preparatory curric- 


-manent status in the school|nantly white areas are small) 
system —~ is twice as great in|€? ne see Sentai enroll) 
be : a ments. He said this is one 
f eee See: neighborhoods | cause of variation in per pupil! wums. Wilson, a white high 
_with incomes under $4000 AS least from school to school, lschool in the far Northwest, 
in schools serving areas with; Three expert witnesses also’ |has no basie track. 
incomes over $12,000. testified for the plaintiffs yes- | Another chart showed that 
Hobson produced one chartiterday. One of them was (a neighborhoods become 
~which he said showed a dra-| yames_S. Coleman, professor lpoorer, school expenditures 
matic increase between 1961lin the Depertment of Social per pupil go down, In schoals 
. and 1965 in the percentage, Relations at John. Hopkins serving areas with median in- 
of students who dropped our University. Others were Ger) [comes under $4000, average 
of school ae SER ae ere of trnde Justison and Ldmonia | Per pupil costs are $309, In 
"Interest in the work. ine © are LW Davidson, professors of \schools serving neighborhoods 
showed an increase of Nearly) aieation at WHewara Uni with a median income of more 
60 per cent. ha ey ee verseY | ‘than $12,000, per pupil cost is 
fone pehools PYetent nas Yer! Puphemia ‘L. Haynes, presi- more than $400. 
Etospresent’ Ns io ; ident of he Washington School Hobson said only 16 per 
jent Carl F, Han-) 0° Ue ont 24 Wp aweaee cent of predominantly white 
d one possible | Board, is scheduled to testlfY | cchools fall below the median 
‘line of defense earlier this|this morning. Mrs. Flaynes| " ay capita bout of $205 while 
> week when he noted that ele-/has been a vigorous opponent 56 ‘per cent of the predomin 
mentary schools in Bp redomt \of the track system, vA ce WB Ul ih A 


| | gewreretBteeeppen | BF ba vi | inomcoliege bound students. | 
4 SUE Brave Page Bl a , — The chart noted that Dun- att 
| b ge ea Ra CNT S ag Ae ae ye fbar, an all-Negro high seen 
4 \ are ? rm pa in one of the poorest areas 
4 : nequal Spee i ing Cited: of the city, has no “honors. 
| | : tJ | track, | 
j . ee ae ? bs i | | In ateas with median in- | 
4 A Ge a oe | jeomes over approximately \ 
: A uae yi ; ODSOL. Ol Ci 100 s ' 1$10,000, the chart showed, | 
| ; } jmore than 92 per cent of the } 
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[ } NA E i { : ae , | | 
( Fultus Hobson, chief plains |. ‘ 7 cad cat . ‘ A. AAA x hh See ae 
Bi as he Oats oy ee eles MIY SA! NA \ Vt BY R ‘i ‘Yt ANY ny AN Ng A AS aye 
i tft in the ease against he. rae hij, Wi i a / (2 jy) fy i ) ie SAY 
ARRAY OF the, existing Dige oo): \ \ \\\ ‘ar anatianne'y AN AY AY Aa Wha AP Eat 
\ trict, Sehool Board, : eam rar A \ MN Aw A \\ ‘\ ROMAN A Nl A A AY he \at h\\ Aa r\ \ | 
\ ORY " Vester ay (3 ALY Ss Se ee tater iin NN LL ee 
(day), armed with charts | . ‘a al i  » 
and figures ¢o prove his con. |" Reid superintendent ‘of \\ A\ att 
Aik pel ds REO Is BT ‘ wat \\ \\ aA \\ \ Ny \\ A Haat ata 
Pueiien” that’ colored!) chil) hools tor ‘Atitngton County, j gn ns a“ \ va ON 
pciet are receiving inferior "vo" testified ibst the high). fl ‘la ‘ Vid ver drank 
e@diteation, PN ch ngl xt is “generally... NON Aa QQ qa 
Pa \ arene tat school student is “generally... " 
- taking the stand, Hobson directed” to" choose tha’), Stansted tuscan ERE: 
| testified that ag the median course for which he has the | 
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Tee cert emt ceome 


the per pupil expenditure for ‘er 


that student also rises, 


For those families im the _ 
 dewer income ranges, Hobe 


Son testified the per pupil 
expenditure tor 
dents is the lowest in’ the 
system, 


& & ‘ 
WORKING FROM) static 
fics gathered from Board of 


these gts 


aptitude: 


the decision is made on 
“cooperative basis with kid 


parents, and the adylog af 
guidance counselors.” 
Replying to a question if 
Arlington’s. schools require 
1 1.Q. testing as a prerequisite 


He added, however, that 
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By JULY 23, 1966 | 


| PRESENTING fy CORRS 
1On per pupil éxpenditura, 
Hobson said that the lowest! 
per capita student Beige te 
ture is experienosd by farnf.! 


Edicion RE apy rae [ON entering courses, Reid ities of the $4.00 $4,999) 
. Education reports and ae | Said: oe \jtange, while those in ‘the | v : 

so + ¢alled Pueingki ea (4) “We don't indulge our. 311,000 - $11,999, the highest, 

. completed June, oe as q | Selves much in the 1.Q. busi-|/ $297 vs. $438, respectively, | 
n Son. ie ae Noe sti | ness.” |, Hobson concluded — from ! 
he be have the highest pers | Earl C. Funderburk, sup- preeerets eae in selital | | 
ee ts e of temporary teach jetintendent of schools in|) Were Pe ei teeta 

P NEULALE | Pairfay County, Va, testia| Judge u! Skelly Wright XL) 

ee BE ioures he presented were | fied that students in Fairfax | ee en eee ea: , 

I that for families earning (in | are El oe into pee rary teachers and less mon ; 

' 4965) less than $3,999 a year, | Preparatury courses accord. ey? : 


& 
pay 
i 


SSP OMT DE TEN 


Sea ees 


TS SBR reser 


his. school system, 


and for those $4,000 » $4,999, 

ett Te Her Cantae Ot tenipor- 
 #ty teachers in their schools 
Yan 46.2 and 47.3 of their 

_ staffs, respectively, 
The Jowest rates of tem-. 


porary teachers were ex- 
perienced by those families 
earning (in that same year) 
$10,000 - $10,999 and $11,000 » 
#141.999 with 18.8 and 19 pore 
cont, respectively, : 

On Wednesday, 


school superintendents and 


one assistant superintendent | 


trem 
school} 


surrounding subtrban, 
systerns testified, 


Kach was called by Hobson's | 


attorneys. 


The officials fook the stand \ 


tainty to identify documents 
introduced into the recoyd 
which deseribed their rea 
spective areas in termy of: 


tomdian income of families, — 
Bede 


rere or Men et 


school buildings, pupil-feachs 
er ratio, libraries and. the. 


percentage of students who 
Zo on to college. These will 


presumably be used by Judge 


Wright as a comparison of | 


ithe District's schools to those. : 


nearby, 

When questioned on the 
flexibility of the curricula in 
Rey 


LAK A 


three | 
perenne 


Se? 


ing to aptitude, 


the parent insists on a col 
jlege preparatory course, the 


ithild is not denied, Rather, 


jan attempt is made then to 
{get the child into the area 


| where he would be most ef. 


fective, 
Also testifying was Paul 


A. Henry, assistant superin- 


tendent of schools for Mont- 
gomery County, who said 


jthat in his county there was re x 
variation” in per || °F 1964 - Ss 


“very little 
pupil expenditure among tha 


| various schools, 
Albhon, superin- 


John oC. 
fendent of schools for the 
{city of Alexandria, Va., tes- 
i ttftad that 
ture within the various Joy. 
(els of schools in the system 


were about the same be.) 


eause of 
fort” 
tures, 

Hansen book the sband ard 


made a pitch for the track | 
| System when he testified of i per cent colored faculty to 


the need for “a planned pre. 
gram for children with spe- 
vial learning problems.” 


‘He further added that flax. 


ibility is part of the system 


since cross tracking taking 


courses in another eurrieulea 


ww je permitted, 
|= is permitted. | 


However, he added that if | 


per pupil expande. 


‘a’ deliberate ef! (Associated . 
to equalize expandi- | Teams) testified that a trend 


vith «yet another chart, 
‘Hobson testified that last 
‘school year 16 per cent of 
ithe colored children were én« 
‘toed in schools with honors 
‘tracks, while 70 per cent of 
ithe white children attending 
schools were enrolled in sims 
ilar’ schools. 
Further, he testified that 7) 
out of the District’s top ten 
schools in comparing per 
capita expenditure, were pre- to: 
idominately white for the 


| HOBSON ALSO — showed 
teacher discrimination \ with 
}auother chart in¥icating that} 
| in the year 1965 « 66, 71 per} 
ent of the District's predom- 
‘inately white schoals had ally 


white faculties, 
Hobsen, chairman of ACT 
Community 


‘colored with Alt of tha: 
| white Retail a He 
it ite schools had a 10// P88 track, | obson,, 
Bede : Who is a statistician. | 
11965 - 66 when only Sper cent! by profession, said that 
of teachers in the white | he had beer preparing 
schools were colored, 4 the statisties since Jan, 
Hobson listed 18 schools}4g whet\| he filed his suit 
ilacking library space, 16 of contesting the | constitution 
iwhich were “black segre-lptity of a court appoint 


iin faculty segregation has do» 
jcurred whereby in 1961 » 62 


heated” tha remalning two, in ed school board. | 
(1966, were  pradaminataly} 
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ey By JOHN STACKS | item, Alfred EB. Simons Jr. said 


ogy teacher testified yester day! i " 
that the use of intelligence tests nore accurately in “non-verbal” 
that require reading skill hag | tests. 
distorted the results for District | Simons, who is alse a counse- 
school children who have takeniler at Morgan Elementary 
redih See the aatahitty School here, said a study of high 
estifying 8 plaintiffs’ | cohool dropouts at the Lorton 
{ease neared its end in the trial, [Youth Center showed that the 


of do facto segregation charges | 


. | inon-verbal tests resulted in 
)) Ss, against the District eee intelligence quotients as high as! 


"2 potuts above those obtained | 
with tests that required reading| 
skilts, 


: He said the use of verbal tests 
is “one of the thtings that denies | 
Negro children here a good’ 
: education.” Simons said the use 
wr of such tests has been reduced’. 
in the city’s schools but that) 
+ sixth graders still take the 
. ; , verbal intelligence tests. ° 
|| . One of the issues in the suit is 
Ae the controversial track system. 
4 Intelligence fests are one factor 
Bes: : jin the placernent of students in) 
the various ability groupings, | 
The irial of the suit brought by 
Julius W. Hobson, leader of a. 
civil righis group called ACT, is 
nearing its midpoint. The Dis- 
triet corporation counsel is, ‘ 
, : ae ; expected to complete its cress. | 
, examination of witnesses 
jails bet tad ees brought by Hobson's attorneys: 
this week. ee 7 
After the caer taatie hts is - 
, ‘completed, U.S. Court of Ap- . | 
peals Judge J. Skelly Wright is : ‘ 
expected to adjourn ihe trial for 
several weeks to give the Digs 
_ trict thne to prepare its defense, 


pmo ties tthat the true ability of disad- 
| |_A Howard University payehol-|vantaged children is_reflected| 
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A new, supposedly more|Education, a recently formed! PTA president Mayola J.jin the suburbs. Many came 


liberal D.C. School Board will|parents’ organization. 

meet. its first test Thursday| The two neighborhood groups 
when it faces an unusual coa-|had already resolved to act on|"™ : ae 
the school problem before the|#ducation officials and pro- 


litton of high-income, well edu- 
cated professionals and public 
housing residents of South- 
west Washington. . 

The roniition, established 
afier a finrry of neighborhood 
activity ‘ast week, consists of 
members of high-, middle-, and 
iow-income groups. They are 
vropasiis a wnique education- 
Voplen fo break down eco- 
iuynic barriers that they be- 
lieve are being perpetuated in 
the schools. 

The issue at stake is con- 

lidation of three Southwest 
“ementary schools into one 
|three-school district under a 
unified administration. The 
plan could become a model 
for other school districts that 
have been racially integrated 
but are still divided by eco- 
nomic barriers. 

By assigning two , grades 
plus kindergarten each. to 
Syphax, Bowen and Amidon 
schools, the parents. hope to 
‘compel the District of Colum- 
bia to improve the education 
of youngsters from low-income 
families as well as those who 
live in the $45,900 townhouses 
and .$250-a-month apartments 
in Southwest, 

The neighborhood coalition 
wis forged at a meeting 
Thursday night at which the 
southwest Neighborhood As- 
sembly and Southwest Neéigh- 
borhood Action Council 
(SNAG) anecepted the three- 
school proposal submitted by 
ihe Ad Hoc Committee on 


Ad Hoe Committee came up/tested that 


with the proposal, 
The Ad Hoc Committee, rep- 
resentatives of the neighbor- 


Thomas and other parents|because of the highly publi- 
met in April with Board of cized “Amidon plan” of funda. 


children were 
foreed to use classroom time 
and space to eat breakfast and 


hood groups and four mem.|!Unch, while a room that could 
bers of the School Board met|have been converted into a 


Wednesday night, 


lunch room was used as a 


They agreed to take the/teachers’ credit union, 


three-school proposal to an 


The board’s answer to this 


open meeting Thursday night,;complaint, as one parent put 
It was approved and repres-jit, was: “How else are these 
entatives from all organiza-|children going to learn thrift? 
tions involved were delegated|The credit union sets a good 


to attend the special School 
Board session on Thursday. 

School Board members 
showed receptivity to the pro- 
posal by agreeing to the spe- 
cial meeting when they are 
alreAdy under pressure to 
complete next year’s budget 
proposal for Congress. 

Dr. Euphemia Haynes, new- 
ly elected board president, 
in pointing out the economies 
of consolidating staff and fac- 
ilities, said, “You'll get more 
money for your school dol- 
lar.” 

Dr. Benjamin Alexander, a 
new member of the hoard, re- 
peatedly answered comments 
of skeptical parents on the 
board’s past record with the 
assurance, “I'like the propos- 
al. I’m with you.” 

Parents of children who at- 
tend “beastly Bowen,”. as the 
school ‘is called in the neigh- 
borhood, have.tried..before to 
get action on their complaints 
of high faculty turnover, and 
misuse of facilities, 


example for the youngsters.” 

But the real complaint, as 
Leland Hall, field representa- 
tive for SNAC said, is “an ad- 
ministration attitude.” Par- 
ents are becoming more and 
more frusjrated, he said, and 
“they aren't going to take 
much more kicking in the 
teeth.” 

George Jackson, vice presi- 
dent of the Bowen PTA, said 
“there’s been an implication 
that these children don’t need 
anything like culture, like 
full-time music’ teachers or 
eertain textbooks.” 

Parents on the Ad Hoe 
Committee envisage the three- 
school plan as a step toward 
the neighborhood cohesive- 
ness many of them expected 
to find when they moved into 
the urban renewal project, 

The new Southwest has open 
occupancy, and most parents 
who moved in have east their 
vote for a racially integrated 
neighborhood. Many resisted 


|the appeal of better schools 


mental education. 

Amidon, which has the larg- 
est white attendance (about 
30 per cent of the enrollment 
in 196465), is racially inte 
grated. Virtually no white 
children attend Bowen and 


Syphax, Parents of Bowen and. 


Syphax children have failed 
in their efforts to have school 
boundaries redrawn to allow 
more public housing children 
into Amidon. 

Af the same time, Amidon 
parents, conscious of the po- 
tential power of their tax dol- 
lars, are saying: “Amidon is 
no longer the great public 
school we all moved down 
here for... it's just another 
District school,” ’ 

Low: and high-income par- 
ents alike express an urgency 
about the problem, and at 
last week’s meetings, they not 
only asked but demanded that 
“something be done by Sep- 
tember.” - 

They even offered to per- 
sonally transport books and 
materials between the schools, 

Board members warned that 
the changes would require 
time for staff work and fur- 
ther examination. 

Neighborhood rep resenta- 
tives have indicated that, to 
them, a sign of the board’s 
intent to act would be im- 
mediate unification of the 
three schools under one prin- 
cipal and assignment of a top 
staff person to work out 
further details. 
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Pace ih a 
School Budget Has a 


) ( 


By Susan Filson ' iis 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


: The proposed 1968 Washington school 
budget is in many respects a significant 
departure from spending programs ap- | 
proved by the city’s Board of Education in pat 
aaeoa ar 
e 7 million operating budge 
the $60.6 million capital are pected 
come much closer than past budgets to the | Preteen 
school expenditure level deemed necessary 
by local educators, 

What the budget will look like when it . 
emerges more than a year from now from | 
the District Building, the Bureau of the | 
r Budget and both houses of Congress is 
anyone's guess. 

Although the request falls far short of | 


the $477 million “dream budget” presented | | 3 


the Pucinski subcommittee by Superinten- | 
dent of Schools Carl F, Hansen, past ex- | 
perience indicates that it will be greatly . | 
reduced when it comes out of the budge- 
tary mill. : 

But the fact that the Board and the 


school administration are at least asking |. 
for a budget that comes closer to the real 
needs of the schools is significant in itself. La 

One allegation in a suit against the, |. / 
school system now being heard in US. | 
District Court is that the Board of Educa- | 
tion has consistently failed to ask for-the © 
money it needs to operate the schools. 
The suit was filed by Julius W. Hobson, | 
chairman of the civil rights group ACT | 
and six Negro parents. | 

The $18 million increase requested in | 
the 1968 operating budget is nearly triple — / 
the increase between the 1966 operating | 
budget and the 1967 budget now awaiting | - 
approval by Congress. | 

The budget presentation itself was ac- | 
companied by an obvious sense of urgency. ; | . 
Joseph M. Carroll, assistant superinten- | 
dent for research, budget and legislation, | | 
said flatly that the school system is fail- | 
ing in its job unless it sends at least 60 | 
per cent of its students on to college or 
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me other form of higher education. 
At present, nearly half of the students 
who begin seventh grade in Washington’s 


- public schools wind up as high school 


dropouts. 


_ A number of new programs and ex.” 
panded requests in the budget can uth - 


doubtedly be traced to the appointment of 
three new Board members in June who 
have shifted the balance on the Board in 
favor of change in the school system. 
Several sources indicated that a great 
deal of new budget planning and reshuf- 
fling went on in the school administration 


-after the new Board appointments were 


announced. 


More than 2100 new teaching and super- — 


visory positions have been requested at a 
cost of $12.3 million. Despite this, school 
officials estimate that an additional 1150 
professionals would be required to reduce 


» maximum class sizes to the level sought by 


the Board. 


The budget includes proposals for pre- | 


wo. 


“rten classes as part of t! 4 


“stem, an-intern_year fo, || 
‘f college and the hi iy av 
,umber of teacher aides |) > 


million would go for a vocational high 
school that would eventually provide two 
years of training beyond the 12th grade. 
However, long-range expenditures for 
school construction may be considerably 
affected by the policy direction of the new 
Board. A majority of the Board members 
have indicated that they think new schools 
should be built in locations designed to 
achieve maximum racial and economic in- 
tegration. Building schools in neighbor- 
hoods where most students are likely to be 


‘from families with extremely low incomes 


may not be acceptable to the Board. 

And this Board intends to take a stronger 
hand in the development of every aspect 
4 future budgets than pist, Boards have 
done, : 
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| Hansen Says 
Track Plan 


Will Go Soon 


District School Supt. Carl F. 
Hansen said today he would 
go to work on phasing out the 
controversial system of ability 
_|grouping in the schools as soon 
as he is clear as to the school 
board’s intent on the matter. 
The Board of 
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By LARRY A. STILL 
- Star Staff Writer 
The investigation of circum- 
___|Stances surrounding disorders in 
Education| Anacostia will extend beyond 
served notice last week while|/that area, probers disclosed as 
Hansen was on vacation that|selection of the 30-member inves- 


the four-track system eventuai- 
ly will be abandoned. He is 
scheduled back at his office to- 
day. 

Hansen, who introduced the 
plan into the schools in 1956 
and has defended it through 
increasingly heated criticism in 
recent years, said he has no in- 
tention of quitting because. of 
‘|the board action. ey 

He acknowledged that the 
jboard has authority to make 
|such changes and added, ‘Of 
course, my staff and I will co- 
operate in making them.” 

Hansen said he has not de- 
cided, however, what to do when 
his current contract expires 
next May. 
| Five board members, includ- 
ing three new appointees, com- 
bined to pass the resolution 
making other forms of curri- 
culum organization permissible 
immediately. No deadline was 
set for abandonment of the track 
system. 

Hansen said he could not 
predict yet what changes would 
be made, or when. He said he 
jintends to talk with the board 
members to determine their in- 
tent and to study the implica- 
tions of the action. ‘ 

Since he was not present 
when the action was taken, he 
lsaid, he was not sure exactly 
what it comprised. But he said 
that if the board has deter- 
mined to end the track system, 
“we'll do it.” 

that 


tigating committee continued 
today, 
The committee will not only 


pened in Anacostia, but will be 
probing related problems which 
are citywide so we can deal with 
the whole situation; not just one 
single incident,” said co-chair- 
man Sterling Tucker. ' 
District Commissioner Walter 
Tobriner named Tucker, execu- 
tive director of the Washington 
Urban League, and Henry K. 
Willard II, president. of the 
American Security & Trust Co., 
co-chairmen yesterday. - But 
some. Southeast community 
spokesmen called the appoint- 
ments “‘unrepresentative’ of the 
area. en x aS 
A suggestion that co-chairmen 
should have been appointed who 
re residents of the southeast 
area and that places be reserved 
on the committee for youths who 
are. “most affected by the 
conditions” was expressed by 
the Rev. James E. Coates. 


Neighborhood Official 


Mr. Coates is assistant direc- 
tor of the Southeast Neighbor- 
hood House, 2283 Mt. View Place 
SE, and pastor of the Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, Nichols Avenue 
and Howard Road SE. , 

He said his group would con- 
tinue to cooperate with the 
official committee, but ‘‘we hope 
the commissioner would recon- 
 |sider the appointments in order 

He indicated major|to assure wider acceptance of 
changes in the classroom sys-| the committee’s efforts from a 
tem would take a good deal of|broader range of the people in 
| study by the school administra-|the area.” 
|tion. The committee will include 
| One plan being considered by | student council presidents from 
the board would drop tracking|the District’s 11 high schools as 
jn the elementary grades as| well as leaders from the Nichols 


early as this fall, 


WASHINGTON, 


“seek to determine what hap-| ' 


' 


the outbivak occurred, Tobriner|sentative and dedicated citizens 


said. 


‘Selection of the remaining 
committce members was dis- 


cussed at a mecting of officials|@ Pro n 
and neighborhood leaders at Our|™ay result. 


Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church, 1600 Morris Road SE, 
last night. 


Mecting Slated 


An organizational meeting of | added. 


the group will be held at 2 p.m. 


je aueniig Sink 
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commission .. ensuring that a — 
thorough, impartial and mean- e! 
ingful study is conducted so that 
gram of positive action , 


“We offer ... to the board of 
commissioners the services of 
our chapter to assist in any way 
which you feel would be most. | 
helpful,’ the ADA message oka ig 


Tucker was chairman of an. 


tomorrow at the District build-| unofficial, broadly representa- 
ing, Tucker announced. Hear-|tive citizens group that investi- 


ings will be held in the Southeast| gated the Glen Echo Amuse-- | 
and at the District building also,|ment Park disturbance last | ee 


hesaid,. ne 

The committee is scheduled to 
report to the Commissioners by 
Sept. 15 on the cause of the 
disturbance and make recom- 
mendations for preventing 
future outbreaks. | 


spring. oe . 


Matching Unit Hit i 


However, Karl Gudenberg, . 
United -Planning Organization — 
summer program coordinator, 

cautioned against setting up a. 


“It is hoped that the member- similar committee again. 


ship and quality of the commit- 
tee will be such that all citizens 


will receive its suggestions and and 


make the recommended changes 
necessary,’ Tucker stated. 


Julius Hobson, head of ACT, 
civil rights group, said he had 
rejected an invitation to serve 
on the committee because 


-| Tucker was a co-chairman, 


Tucker Criticized 


Hobson said he had sent a 
telegram to Tobriner stating 
that Tucker “‘has never repre- 
sented black aspirations in this 
community ...I would strongly 
suggest that the people involved 
be given a voice in the selection 
of the committee and the nam- 
ing of its co-chairmen.” 

“This would certainly be a 
more democratic procedure and 
is the only condition under 
which I would serve,’ Ilobson 
added. 

The Greater Washington 
chapter of the Americans for 
Democratic Action also sent 
Tobriner a telegram urging “‘the 


Avenue Si, neighborhood where appointment of a fully repre 


However,,.at least one person, Jr., chairman of the Democratic | 
4/ Central Committee of the Dis- 


“The Glen Echo committee | 
was heavily laden with church > 
community leaders who. 
don’t communicate with teen-_ 


| agers,” Gudenberg said. 


Meanwhile, Joseph L. Rauh 


trict, warned that failure to 
enact self government legisla- 
tion for Washington in this — 
session of Congress “can only - 
bring further disillusionment — 
and discontent to our city.” 

Rauh said he was out making 
a threat or predicting riots, but 
added: : . 

“What is in store for us with- 
out home rule is an ever in- 
creasing guerrilla warfare...) 
(when) peaceful protest fails to — 
obtain results.” 
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, Leadership Scored — 4 i i | 

“Already a large segment of EES Ay 
the District’s population has - | 
nothing but contempt for the ; . . 
Jeadership of the business — ears | 
community which has blocked | aaa ie 
home rule,” said Rauh. Bnet 
' “Soon this deep alienation — 
‘from the business community ap | 
will accelerate and spread to | a 
other segments of the city,” he 
added. 
| He called upon President | 
Johnson to “redeem his pledge” - 
to local residents to make home | 
rule legislation the ‘number one — 
priority” for the District by 
| supporting the Morse amend-- 
ment to the Higher Education ' 
bill in the Senate. a 
} The proposed amendment by | ; 
Sen. Wayne Morse, D-Ore., ; 
would provide a mayor-council , 
form of government. It could be. 
passed before Congress adjourns | 
with the President’s support, ' 
Rauh declared. : 
| The one-day outburst by | mt 
Southeast teen-agers, which | 
|resulted in one policeman ' |, 
reported injured and 12 persons» 
larrested, followed weeks of | 
rumors of impending trouble. — 
But community spokesman hope | 
ithe worst is over. | 
| H. Carl Moultrie, president of | 
|the D. C. Branch of the National , 
Association for the Advance Wea, 
ment of Colored People, stated, — mA 
|The outburst there will not lead | 
|to a series of outbreaks in other | 
| areas.” 
Deputy Police Chief Howard © ona 
|Mowry and Inspector George E. ‘ mee 
Causey, director of the Police | : 2 
|Community Relations Union, | 
{said the incident was an isolated — 
\affair which would not lead to 
| further. street clashes, if commu- 
nity leaders could control the | 
{|Southeast area, _ By 
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eT SITIRAY STAR 
Washington, D. C., August 21,1966 F| 


Friday afternoon for the’ special ‘While the antipoverty pro- summon Tobriner before the, 


: 
| 
| | 
‘Anacostia Probers Shatter | = 
‘Anacostia rropers onatier | oh 
‘Stereotype From the Start eu 
P . PY * By JOHN MATHEWS sions leading to a report to the] Barry’s motions to denen | | 
id Star Staff Writer commissioners by Sept. 15, is|the right of the committee to é ay | 
_ &° It took only a few minutes/ Unique in several ways. elect its own officers, to | ! 


gram in the District has ap-|committee and to expand its 


| 
icitize mit i : : | 
| pn tatie) ld les Ue pointed representatives of the|membership, were passed. The | 
1) 
| 


investigate the Anacostia teen- 


age disturbance to demonstrate |P0Or to its councils, the District commissioner president turned) 


that it’s not going to be a government until last week had |down the first two demands, but: | 
‘stereoype group. never named poverty represent- agreed to expand the committee 7 | 
"Members had hardly settled atives to such groups as the|by 10 more Mandel, Adie 

‘in their seats in the cavernous|CO™missioners’ Citizens Council should give youth and poverty 
‘public Heard se Gon ofk then Digt ae traffic board. Most of these representatives an even greater; * 
trict. Building when Marion representatives are Negro. VOIeSs ; ag 
‘Barry, leader of the Free D.C.|_ The committee is also the With sessions set to begin 
Movement and Student Non-/first government body to ac- tomorrow night at Hart Jumior|’ — 
Violent Coordinating Commit-|knowledge and in effect legiti- High School in Congress 
‘tee, won a motion demanding|matize the modern-day rebellion Heights, the area of the distur- 
that the committee elect its own|of youth by giving young people|bance a week ago, the probe is 
officers, rather than accepting] a meaningful voice in adult de-|likely to take a form far differ- 


‘those appointed by Commis- liberations. 7 ent from that envisioned by its 
‘sioner Walter N. Tobriner.: It was also decided under | creators. | 
. | "That vote and others cut/pressure to invite militant] While the investigation will ; 


' i ; i leaders Barry and Julius Hob-|look at the youth distrubance in 
fines. Satire eee tte son, chairman of ACT, to join|particular, it is likely to provide 
the committee. Hobson, who isja forum such as a major city 
To Report by Sept. 15 challenging in the courts the/has rarely seen for an airing of 

The student council leaders |Constitutionality of the Board of the frustrations of low-income 
‘who were = members—girls Education, its programs and the urban Negro youth and adults. | 
‘dressed in tailored suits, boys|Board of Commissioners, re-) When the committee was first 
with ties, jackets, hats—had| fused to serve. being form, a city official was 


‘been accused of being unrep- Motions Passed asked who would be its mem- 


resentative of poverty youth. bers. 1 
But the student leaders and| But Barry, who has devel-| “Oh, the usual: Catholics, ; 


other youth representatives,|oped an image as the prime|Protestant, Jews, business, 
sitting at the same long table|opponent of the government and|labor, civic and __ citizens 
with Barry while most of the/business establishment, accept- associations. . .’’ he answered. 
adults sat at other tables on theled. At the first meeting, Barry| But different pressures and 
stage above them, were among astutely sensed the mood of the|counsels | prevailed and the 
the most assertive and vocal|majority ~ and deftly made/committee is far from ‘the 
committee members. motions aimed at pointing up|usual.” Its investigation and 
' \The special committee, which|the city’s lack of self-govern-|recommendations may also go 
‘will hold eight scheduled ses-| ment. + . beyond ‘“‘the usual.” =~ 
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Parents Of S.W. Begin | 
/ Own Private School 


5) } |Last Sunday a group of This Fall it is hoped that a 


nits ackibe Datei acct. mala Ta 


i Southwest parents began for- a flot class of about 15 se 


ents can begin work in the | 
I h re 
ticular talents and aptitude of t 1s hoped that formal class 


i hea lein new school. No definite plans 

REAeMEDLArY .8CAOO res- have been made concerning. 

eMatandacte es can be held in the morning, i 
_ The parents feel that the | feaving the rest of the pay 


! f 
» consolidation of the grades ree for special studies and 


mal plans for a new private 


ponse to the Board of Edu- the location of the school, . 
cation’s announced plans to but arrangements 4 Ai pe { 


merge Amidon, Bowden and ready being made toprepare | 
Syphax Elementary Schools. an Nee reer eiition, j 
| 


‘The purpose of the new Men 
y of the parents of young~_ 
school will be to provide an steoetalinitenihevencach= | 


sevgiiced sw culgelctilumis fons nates it ialetand eill come ‘ 
gifted students now attend- as the nucleus of the new— 
g Amidon school. Amidon school’s staff, | 


1s a new school which has Specialized attention will _ 


served as a model for the A 
latest teaching techniques, Play @ very important part in 


th w school’s orient 4 
which seek to appeal the par- Fe een ation 


seetetiee 


exploratory trips and visits, 
_ Of all three schools as ap- h 3 
p proved by the Board will The new school is not in 
fi as‘a reaction to the change in Ps 
erhools. the economic and soctal’) 
|The parents agreed that background of Amidon’s | 
' Sults of aptitude and achieve- i ( 
rent tests administered bya iy Leeaderion ay, ney 
_ trained psychologist. The It is hoped that the new 


. tended as a boycott of the » 
: i ma fet re a aes public school system, nor 
admission to the new school j 
' Students, which will be the 
should be based upon the re- immediate result of the tri. 
| tara eae Sate school will be able toreplace | 


1 
Amidon as a demonstration’ 
) lal and econom eS 
os , hd wouitid Yes? {c back- school for.the entire school e 
att ee a ae system, of, phy aah daub +4 
osdted on yh pe as athh aie 
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‘Whitewash, Powell Says, 


| Of Probe in Anacostia © 


By DUNCAN SPENCER _ ed that now-pending civil rights 
Star Staff Writer legislation meant nothing to him 


_ Rep. Adam Clayton Powell, because the struggle for Negro 


“1D. equality had moved out of the 
seacen ee reap hes sphere of legal rights and into 


72"! the sphere of ‘“‘de facto” dis- 
costia disturbances as a “white-|crimination all over the country. 
‘wash. ; ; 


' The congressman claimed MAU Head 
Powell outlined a concept of 


Negroes” on the probe panel|people.” 
He explained that while the 


black power meeting would not 
advocate violence, it would “‘re-| 
ject unconditional non-violence”’: 
and would endorse self defense. 
|The white power structure 
qjonly respects one thing—power. 
This we must acquire.” 
Goals for the race-oriented 
movement would include: = 
1. More congressmen elected 
by oe vote-blocs. 
” 2. More representation on the 
Foret aig tea to be held local Oe ee i 
: . sa See 3. The use of economic boy- 
aharaceae on SEO cotts in localities for local ob- 
arrangements committee. Hob- secre education in the 
son lashed out at Anacostia|‘heritage of the Negro race.” 
probers and rights moderates! We said that Martin Luther 
lalike as “soft spoken, pasteur-|King, Roy Wilkins, and other 
ized Negroes” who would sell|/Negro leaders who have not 
‘black interests short for “‘a few|stressed black power as a 
separate, racial forco would not 


‘though he did not recommen 
all Negroes be armed. 


' Black Power Talks 


| He held the news briefing to 
‘announce a. “National Black 


+ Powell said the conference, 
‘to bo hold Oct, 15, was neces- 
gary Bera ama “civil rights|ly, “Right now I'd sny_ they’ 
movement is dead,’’ Powell add- 


Ae 


bo oxeluded from the national, 
conference, but added erypticals, 


were praying for guidance.’’ ; 
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> | | © Schools Trial = 


Washington Star 


} Ends, Br iefs ele 10/26/66 
Due Dec. 20 


' By JOHN STACKS 
Star Staff Writer 


The trial of a suit charging 
the District with discriminating 
against its Negro school pupils 
ended yesterday in U.S. District 
Court after accumulating more’ 


| 


than 6,000 pages of testimony 


from nearly 30 witnesses in col- 
lecting about 409 separate 
pieces of evidence. | 

Lawyers for both sides in the! 
complex case were instructed 


by Judge J. Skelley Wright to| 
file their briefs with the court/: 


by Dec. 20. Wright is expected 
to deliver his opinion after re- 
buttal briefs are filed in late 
January. 

At stake in the action brought 
by Washington civil rights lead- 
er Julius W. Hobson are a num- 
ber of issues involving the or- 
ganization and operation of the 
city school system and, perhaps, 
the operation of school systems 
throughout the nation. ¢ 


The suit alleges, among other 
things, that Negro pupils get 
unequal treatment in the city 
schools in terms of quality of 
teachers, the courses open to 
them through the track system 
of ability grouping and the selec- 
tion of tests by which their per- 


.formance is measured. 


But a more far-reaching ef- 
fect. of the suit could be the 
court’s decision on whether a 
school system is obligated to 
consider race — rether than 
ignore it — in setting up at- 
tendance boundaries. = 

And a second question, the 
converse of the obligation to 
consider race, is whether school 
and other government officials 
are responsible for racial im- 
balance in the schools despite 
the absence of any intent to dis- 
criminate against Negroes. 

Perhaps the most explosive 
issue in the suit is the role the 
Washington suburbs might play 


_ in providing a remedy to the 


heavily Negro composition of 
the city schools. 


| Wright to reconsider his suit- 


The legal possibility of the 
court's crossing state lines to 
effect racial balance in area 
schools is considered slim by 
many atterneys, but other 
lawyers are convinced Wright 
has the power and some prece- 
dent upon which to take such 
action. 


The involvement of the sub- |) 


urbs in the case (school officials 


from Maryland and Vrginia |: 


suburbs testified early in the 
trial) has already triggered 
statements by campaigning pol- 
iticians who have condemned 
any action that would require 
the busing of children into or out 
of the suburbs to achieve racial 
balance. 

More generally, growing ob-, 
jections to U.S. Education Com- 


missioner Harold Howe's state- 
ments on busing, coupled with 
the growing reaction to militant 
civil rights activities have in- 
creased interest in the Hobson 
case. : 

Judge Wright himself - has 
given public notice that he is 
aware of the relation of the 
Suburbs to the racial composi- 
tion of urban schools. In a 
speech last year at the New 
ork University Law School he 
also said he feels federal courts, 
including the Supreme Court, 
must some day grant relief to 
the problems of so-called de 
facto segregation. 

The speech became an issue 
in the suit when the District 
Corporation Counsel asked 


ability to hear the Hobson case 
in light of his public statements. 
He declined to step down from 
the case because, he said, the 
petition was filed late and thus 
violated rules of judicial pro- 
cedure. 

Regardless of the direction’ 
Wright takes in his decision, the 
casc seems certain to be ap- 
pealed first to the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeal8 here and then, | 
undoubtedly, to the Supreme 
Court. 

The Hobson suit, the first de 
facto school segregation suit 
filed in a major U.S. city, is 
likely to become, one way or 
another, an important landmark 
in a legal struggle over race 
and education. 


RO Ra 


er 


Tee ed Eo ~~ wz 
rd 


Se Ni i at a a th ae ee 


el aha a ea ica SN nS ee Se 


Am i a pa pal oct ls as aa 


— Ahi as ia ti AS hae tsi aS ot retreat ie 5 ain 


& 


| 


_ [THE EVENING STAR 


Let District Coritrol Schools, 


Teachers Union U 


By JOHN STACKS much revenue to expect, how 
Sian Sau rites much money it can spend or 
/_ The Washington Teachers|how much salary three impor- 
(Union, in company with its|tant groups of employes will 


| national parent organization, the 
j American Federation of Teach- 
}ers, yesterday . attacked the 
| quality of District public schools 
and called for Congress to turn 
‘over control of the schools to the 
\city’s citizens, 

' The broad indictment of the 
‘Schools appeared to be the first 
‘stop in an increasingly active 
{membership drive by the union 
(in preparation for an anticipated 
‘bargaining rights __ election 
‘among city teachers this year, 


| William Simons, president of 
‘the local, began an afternoon: 
pe conference with a call for 
local control of the schools and a 
condemnation of Congress’ 
tardy action on the city school|schools brought by militant civil 
‘budget. The press conference|rights leader Julius W. Hobson. 
‘was held at the Shoreham Hotel.|The union is also preparing to 
“What major city began its |file a brief in the suit on Hob- 
fiscal year not knowling how son’s behalf. i 


receive?’’ Simons asked. 


Called Shameful 


Pointing to the difficulty the 
schools have in filling teacher 
positions authorized by Con- 
gress, Simons asked: ‘‘Where do 
you find qualified teachers 
waiting for jobs in October?” 


AFT president Charles Cogen 
said the national union regards 
Washington’s schools as 
“shameful” and ranking “in 
that low, sad category with 
Southern cities’ in teacher 
salary comparisons. 

Cogen also promised AFT 
financial support for the de facto 
Segregation suit against the 


“rq 


Washington, D. C. B-51 
‘Wednesday, Sept, 28, 1966 ae 
..Metro Area 


{ 


rill 
For several years the union 
has been seeking recognition as 
a bargaining agent for city 
teachers in negotiations with the 
board of education. The board 
has not acted on an appeal for a 
bargaining election. 

But the appointment of three 
new members to the District 
Board of Education has encour- 
aged union officials who now 
expect an election during the 
coming schoo] year, 


Panel Gets Appeal 


~The appeal for an election in 
which the union would face the 
larger District of Columbia 
Education Association is now 
before the board’s committee on 
complaints and appeals. The 
committee was led by local 
attorney Irving B. Yochelson, 
but is now headed by John A. 
Sessions, who is employed by 
the AFL-CIO as an education 


expert and who was named to 
the board in July. | 
Sessions is expected to ar 
range a hearing for the union’ 
appeal in the near future. 
Simons will not divulge the| 
union’s membership but said 
yesterday it is ‘approaching a 
majority.’ Other sources fecl 
the union represents about one-| 
third of the city’s 6,000 teachers. 
The attack by Cogen and 
Simons and the third of a series 
of rallies held yesterday aftcr-| 
noon protesting school budget} 
cuts by the House Appropria-} 
tions Committee were seen by| 
some school observers as the 
beginning of a concerted recruit- 
ing drive. | 
The demonstration was at 4 
p.m. at Maryland Avenue and} 
ist Street NE, About 100 teach- 
ers took part. _ ; 
The union, like. other AFT 
affiliates across the country, 
asks for collective bargaining 
for teachers. The D.C. Educa-| 
tion Association, a twanch of the 
more conservative National 
Education Association, argues 
tha. union bargaining is “non- 
professional.”” The association 
stresses ‘‘professional negotia- 
tions.’’ 
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asking redress against their 
a” Star Staff Writer government. aes 
or. U.S. Court: oF Appeals Judge To grant the motion would put, | ° 
fs Skelly Wright today refused | an unfair burden upon these| 


By JOHN STACKS 


4 motion to disqualify himself | citizens, he said, who would | 
from hearing the suit against |have to go to the expense of | i 
Washington’s school system that time and money to re-try the 
charges de facto segregation. entire case if he were ‘to dis-| \ 
Wright told the District Cer- | qualify himself. 
poration Counsel’s office, which| The motion was filed after an 
filed the motion last Friday, informal poll ‘of the District 
that the motion was filed late | Board of Education indicated 
and thus violated a section of |that six of the board’s nine 
° the Judicial Code which says | member's substantially approved 
that such motions must be filed of the corporation counsel’s ac- 
no later than 10 days before a |tion. 
case comes to trial. 
The suit was filed by militant 
civil rights leader Julius B. 
Hobson last January and has 
peen: in the trial stage since 
early summer. 
wtenaa While? he did not specifically 


protested by Three 


4 


However, the three dissenting 
members, all of whom are Op-| 
posed to the track system of | 
‘| ability grouping which is one of | 
; _ Spec the issues in the Hobson suit, — 
refer to his qualifications to|protested the use of the school ‘ 
hear the casc, V'righ implied |},;oard’s epproval in the motion. | 
’ that a speech he gave {wo| Mrs. “iyphemia L, Haynes; 
yews ogo in which he specu .,» rd_ president, said the poll, * 
lated that the Supreme Court | taken by the corporation counsel 
eventually must take an active|did not constitute an official 
hand in ending de facto segre- | board action and thus did not| 
gation of schools, did wot indi-| indicate formal board consent | : 
cate prejudice on his part. to the motion. 
After Wright’s ruling today, 
Hobson was cross-examined by 


f 


Plenty of Time 


which was the grounds on which | questioned about a chart that ne 
the . corporation counsel asked i 
Wright to step down in the |p 
case, has been a matter of pub- |elementary schools are higher 
lic record for two years and |in predominantly white residen- 
that there was plenty of time |tial areas than in poor, Négro 
prior to the opening of trial for neighborhoods. 
the corporation counsel’s office! The corporation counsel was ee § 
to file its motion. scheduled to file a motion for arr it 
The rule for early filing of a|summary judgment that would « 
disqualification motion cited by | have asked Wright to dismiss | 

Wright was yassed by Congress, | the suit immediately. But James 

\the judge said, to avoid delay |Cashman, assistant corporation 

and frustration in trial proceed- counsel, said that in light of 

ings. He said the late motion Wright's denial of his earlier” Nessie 
was particularly inappropriate motion the plea for summary : 
jin this case where citizens are judgment would not be made. 
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District Judge J, Skelly 

Wright told the District School 

soard’s attorney that he asked 

chim too late to disqualify 

‘himself fram presiding . over 

y ACT’s de facta school 

desegregation suit against the 

. board, 

| The attorney, James M. 

Cashman, had based his request 

on a speech that the Judge had 

‘made two years ago, at New 

York University Law School, in 

-which he declared himself. in 

‘favor of eliminating de facto 
| Segregation in city schools, 


TOO LATE 


| But the Judge never ruled on 

that issue, He said the motion 

» should have been filed at least 

’ ‘10 days before the trial began — 

it's been going on now for three 

months. And he suggested that 

the tardy motion served as an 

unnecessary delay —” which 

_ , upset Mr. Cashman. s 

' » The lawyer -rose. | 

Honor, I have sat by silently 

while you charged that out 

‘request is frustrating justice, 

" : ‘that it is delaying the case, that 

it amounts to.filibustering and 

does nat come to grips with the 

‘ issue... These charges are 
punfair ...” 

- The Judge. agieed that the 

‘Board had a right to try to get 

-a judge more to its liking, but 

‘that since his. remarks were 

made two years ago, and were 

‘well-publicized, the Board had 

-ample opportunity "to ‘contplain 
‘before now. 

The suit charges that less 

money per pupil is spent on 

Negra students in the city, that 

sihe faculty is segregated, and 

that the track system of ability 

‘grouping is discriminatory. 


Sie 4 : Y 
bw Abree, of, :the, nine, school 


ESDAY, OCTOBER, 4 1986) | 


See 


<a onc 
. 


BESS: 


Sexe 


s 


ROU ROU ORES 


Bes 


3 
oes 


me ee 


age 


Co 


PI: 


JUDGE WRIGHT 


Board members refused to 
support Mr, Cashman’s motion. 
One, John A,. Sessions, sent a 
lawyer to speak, in opposition to 

it, aie 
“Vout Adidas acs A Salesisessld ; 
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mp4 6 tierly Frivolous’ 


Judge J. Skelly Wright of the United States 
Court of Appeals showed proper mettle in rejecting 
the offensive request by the Corporation Counsel 
that he disqualify himself in the de facto school 
Segregation suit. This foolish demand was made on 
behalf of the Superintendent of Schools and half a 
dozen members of the Board of Education—who, 

‘had no authority to ask it in the absence of a 

’ ‘regular Board meeting. They were wrong to pro- 
‘pose such action. And the Corporation Counsel, as 
their attorney, was wrong to file a motion for them. 
They did a grave injustice to an honorable and up: 

| right judge. And they did a disservice aswell to 
the interest of the community in an impartial f 
judicial determination of a difficult and perplexing ‘ 
‘issue. | 
Dd ; The pretext for this effort to have Judge Wright 
eg . remove himself from a case on which he is. already’ . 
‘ substantially embarked appeared to be that he had ; | 

expressed a distaste for racial segregation and | : 

‘discrimination in public schools. So have all nine. 

jmembers of the Supreme Court. They have said a 4 

’ , that, when based upon race, “separate educational | 
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“facilities are inherently unequal” and that when: . 
required by law they impose on Negro children’ 
in the District of Columbia “an arbitrary depriva-: 
‘tion of their liberty in violation of the Due eed 
| Clause.” — 
, From what he' has said, Judge Wright evidently 
| shares this view. He is hardly to, be impeached for | 
it. Federal judges must be allowed a bias in favor ; 
_ of the Constitution, just as judges generally must, 
_ be allowed a bias against crime. We think that the | 
three members of the School Board who declined | 
/to join in the motion addressed to Judge Wright | 
‘and called it “utterly frivolous” achieved rather a 
, miracle of understatement. Oe oD 
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The school de facto seprregation sult 
bromebt ty Fullus W Hobson, Ghatrman 
of the chit rights group known as ACT, | 
raises a number of issues and asks for: 
several forms of relief, If is no part of 
oir purpose to suggest how the court 
should rule on these matters. 

The guestion which does concern us 
is whether this case should be tried 
before Judge J. Skelly Wright. We think | 
it should be tried by some other judge. . 

Among the defendants named in the 
suit were the members of the Board of 
Education, the Superintendent of 
Schools and all of the judees of the U.S," 
District Court—--hhe Jatiter because they 
appoint fhe members of the sehcool 
board. Normally, the case would have 
been heard by a District Court judge. 
But because they were named as defend- 
ants, they were automatically disquali- 
fed, 

in this situation Chief dudge Bazal-: 
on of the United States Court of Appeals. 
designated Judge Wright, one of his 
associates, to preside at the trial, which! 
has been under way for several months, 

A few days ago attorneys in the 
Corporation Counsel’s office, represent- 
ing the defendants, filed a motion 
asking Judge Wright to “voluntarily | 
retire” from the case. Their reason was 
that In view of “prior declarations” by ° 
Judge Wright “on the precise issues | 
contained to this case” he might not be 
able to fairly hear and impartially weigh 
the evidence, render a completely | 
unbiased ruling, and give the defendants © 
a fair trial, re ‘f 

The lawyers specificially stated that 
the motion was “not tiled as an affidavit, 
of bias or prejudice against the court,” 
their point being that a judge should 
voluntarily step aside when there was 
even an “appearance” of predisposition | 
by the eourt for one litigant over anoth- 
er, Judge Wrieht, however, elected to 
treat the motion as an affidavit of 
prejudice, and rejected’ it - under 8 
federal rule which requires that such an 
nifidavit be filed at least 10 days before 
the trial begins, 

The “prior declarations’ to which 
the motion referred were made by dudge 


© Wright on February 17, 1965, In a re- 


markable speech at New York University 
Law Sehool Thi speech makes tt 
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heart of this law sutt. And we don't 


suppose that the judge would contend to. 


the contrary. He also spoke disparaging- 
* ly of the neighborhood school concept, : 
of the flight to the suburbs by white | 


parents, and of both school attendance 


result in segregated schools, - 
A few excerpts from Judge Wright’s 


address will suggest its flavor: 


“After watching, from close range, 
Some of my judicial brethren in the 


south twisting and turning and reach-~ — 
Ing for a result in race Cases that will 


by ot apse the status quo or the local 


of ‘the neighborhood 


be treated to what appear to be similar 


' and political boundaries if these things» 


_° ROWE? structure, tt seems that Tf May now 


performances by my brethren in other. 


parts of the country.” This was 9 ref. 


erence to two decisions holding that!’ 
federal courts were without power to) 


relieve de. facto segregation. Judge 


Wright went on to say: “The final word - 
on this subject Wl, of course be spoken | 


by the Supreme Court. it is inconceiva- 
ble that the Supreme Court will Jong sit 
idly by watching Negro children crowd~- 
éd into inferioy Negro slum schools 
While ‘the white (people) flee to the 


Suburbs to place their children in vastly. 
superior predominantly white schools.” | 


The judge got around to paying bis 
respects to the netehborhoes 
fhe course of a dissertation in favor of 
such things as “educational parks,” 
“What cana state do,” he asked, “what 
Can & court require a state to do, to 
relieve racial imbalance? In short, what, 
if any, remedies are available, Initially, 
publie school authorities must be cured 
school syndrome, | 
The neighborhood school, like the little | 
red school house, has many emotional | 


ties and practices] advantages. ..., But 


twentieth century education ts not 
necessarily geared to the neighborhood 


school.” 


All*of these remarks, as we read 
them, relate to situations Within a state, | 
not to situations between states ‘or 
hetween the city of Washington and its | 
Helehorine states, Judge Wright sald two 
more things, however, which have 
aroused considerable Apprehension ino 
Congress and in this ety, | . 


&hool in. 
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tepped aside? 


He sated that once swostartial racial 


imbalance is shown, no further proof of « 
unequal educational opportunity Js 


required, Then he added: “What may be’ 


substantial imbalance in Baston, where 
the Negro school population is relative- 
ly small, may nob be in Washington, 
where the Negro school population is 
(Actually, it 
is now about 93 percent), Numbers 
alone do not provide the answer. The 
relevant population area is an important | 
consideration, Is the relevant area the 
city alone or the suburbs as well?” 


| After indicating his bellef that a. 


‘court would have no difficulty ordering | 
‘a state or a local taxing authority to | 
raise funds to bulla an educational park, 
for example, he continued: “Obviously, 

court orders runming to local Oftotiuds 
wil not reach the suburbs, Nevertnaltess, 
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district Hnes, shield the (school) ine~' 
quauty .., courts are not helpless to act: 
‘The political thicket, jhaving been 


‘pierced to protect the vote, can pide 


be plerced to protect the education o 
children,” 


it was this remark, more than any: 


“other Single statement in the speech, 


which brought forth speculation to the 


‘effect ‘that Judge Wright mirht order 


Negro children bused out of Washington 
into suburban schools, and white chil- 
dren bused from the suburbs into Wash- 
ington schools, We do not beUeve for a. 
moment that any such ruling ts in 


‘prospect---lf for no other reason than 


that this is not one of the forms of rellef 


sought in the Hobson suit, 


The relief, requested, however, is 
sweeping, Among the items are a court 
order for an elected school board, a ban 
on school zone lines which discriminate 


against Negro children, and a court- 


imposed prohibition against any further 
“refusal, neglect or failure’ by the 
school authorities to “demand” of the 
Commissioners and the Congress suffi- 
cient funds to provide educational 


facilities for Negro children in Washing~ 


ton that are equal to those provided for 
white children in contiguous areas of 
Maryland and Virginia, School Superin- 
tendent Hansen must have gasped when 
he read that he had refused, neglected, 
or failed to ask for enough money, 

On Its face, what this suit really 


‘comes down to is a petition to the court 


to deal with an impossible situation as 
far as de facto segrepation is concerned, 
Any school system that is 93 percent 
Negro ts a segregated system. Nor could 
his be Relped to any slonificant extent 
‘bY ass sigming the few remaining white 
children to virtually all-Negro schools 
away trom their home areas, If this were 
to be tried, most of the white children 


‘certainly would be taken out of the 


public schools by their parents. 
then what? 

The enormous difficulty of the 
broblem here makes it the more unfor- 
‘tuna te, in our view, that this case was 

assigned to Judge Wright. Wor the 
defendants, after all, are entitled to a 
fair trial, and almost any other judge 
would have been less vulnerable to the 


And 


‘Suspicion of bias. 


In winding up -hts New York’ ad- 
dress, Judge Wright made this com. 
mont: “T amt aware, of course, that what. 


‘has heen said here thts evening will not 


Sind favor with the advocate es of judicial 
estratut a: 
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By Susan Filson ‘ 
Washinglon Post Staff Writer \ 

An assistant sehool superintendent outlined in Fed. 
eral District Court yesterday how Washington's present, 
school districts were drawn when legal segregation was, 


\ 
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: 
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eliminated in the city. . 
Yohn D. Koonts said i 
j 
i 


\ 


afier tha 1954 Supreme Court 
desoyregation decision, option | 
jal attendance zones were eee} 
[tabi shed as “safety ralve a 
fae white students who warited! 
‘ig enroll in predominantly! 
twhite schools. 4 
\ Koontz was testifying for 
the third straight day in hear 
dings on the de facta desegs 
ire eetion suit brought against 
Washingten’s school systera by 
iJulius W. Hobson, chairman 
of the civil rights group ACT. 
Leagal segregation, requiring | 
Negroes and whites to attend | 
separate schools, was declared, 
unconstitutional by the Suv) 
preme Court in its decision in 
a series of vases , invo a 
Maes 4 : \uvatiaad 
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(ing the Vistriet of Columbian 
“ De fatia school Sep rea tote 
ds not established ty law, bret’ 
arises when schools serve! 
neighborhoods that are nha! 
ited by single racial groups. | 

Optional attendance zones” 
were established hefty eons 
‘Roosevelt, Cardozo and West- 
fern High Schools In 1964 “to. 
give white students a chance 
to attend a. predominantly: 
‘white sehool (Western) af a 
\time when Roosevelt Uigh 
was rapidly turring Negro,” 
Koontz sale. 
i Koontz said in his testimony: 
Wriday that optional zones 
iwere not established primarily 
‘to ease overcrowding. 

Asked by Hebson’s attartey, 


\if the sole purpose of optional 


i zones was “to allow white stu- 


Jdents to escape, from Negro: 
sehools,” Koontz replied: 


“The way you say it, you 
make if sound like something 
dirty. 

“These were trying times, 
and you had to do a number 
of things to keep sanity ... 10 
prevent disintegration of the 
community.” i 

An optional zone exists bhe- 
tween Dunbar and Western 
High Schools today, Koonts: 
said, “hecause people living 
4 in ihe Southwest Redevelapy- 
tment Area won't send their 
ichiidren to a Negro schoo.” 
\Puabar is an all-Negro school 
yat ist and N Streets nw. West: > 
Sern, which was about 50 per. 
cent white last year, is ins 
| Georgetown, 


Udith O. Lyons, retired 


assistant superintendent for 
Sleraentary schools, said some- 
times parents would come to 
her shortly after desegrega- 


j 


{tion and ask for more time | 


before enrolling their children 
he a school with Negroes. 


“Sometimes a parent would — 
Say, ‘Lady, DL. come from, 4 
place where we didn’t F now 


anything about assoch ating 
with Negro children’’ Miss’ 
Lyons said. 


; 


Miss Lyons said she. weatd 


\give such parents more time, 
(She. said integratinvn is not. 


beneficial to education i it is 


\*forced,” 


| Koontz also staid he weutde 


jeonsider it a “tnisuse’ of his. 


Leeatd to transfer teachers to 
4 


integrate faculties, 
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PGulnire Wie. 
Of Test Held 
Not a Defect 


By Susan Filson 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


An executive with ‘the com- 
pany that publishes most 
standardized tests used in 
Washington’s schools testified 
yesterday that he could not be 
sure whether the tests discri-, 
minate against culturally de- 
prived children. 

“This is a debatable issue,” 
said Roger T. Lennon, vice 
president of Harcourt, Brace 
& World Co. “But the ques- 
tion itself is meaningless when 
considered apart from how’ 


- you interpret these tests.” 


Standardized tests are a ma- 
jor factor in evaluating chil- 
dren for placement in four 
tracks used in Washington’s 
schools, 

Lennon testified in Federal, 
District Court as an expert 
witness for the school system 


_in its defense against the suit 


filed by Julius W. Hobson, 


' chairman of the civil rights 


group ACT, The suit charges 
that the school system has 


_ failed to provide equal educa- 


tional opportunity for Negro 
students. 

“T can conceive that some 
of the content in our tests will 


‘be about things that some 


a 


children have had more con- 
tact with than others,” Len- 
non said. 

He emphasized his_ belief 


that “this is not a defect in, 


the tests” but in how they are 
interpreted and used. 
“Tf you put an undernour- 


’ {shed child on a scale, is one 


scale unfair?” Lennon asked. 
“If it were possible to con- 


” struct a test that didn’t reveal 


a cultural deficit, that test 
would be wrong... We can- 
not build a test that is com 


pletely culture- free.” EB 


| Lennon also discussed an¥ 


other criticism of ‘standard-' 
ized tests -— thet they overem-’ 
phasize verbal skills when 
many deprived children come 
from homes, where standard 
English is not.even used. 

“If you examine tests with 
both verbal and nonverbal, 
components,” Lennon = said, 


. “you will find that there is a 


general tendency for persons 
to do about the same on 
both.” 

| He noted, “The task of the 
school is. overwhelmingly ver- 
bal.” ; 
Lennon said -national 
achievement norms for the 
tests are determined from a 


. sampling of all socio-econom- 


ic, cultural and regional popu- 
lation groups. 

Testimony earlier this week 
centered on the establishment 
of several optional attendance 
zones after desegregation in 
1954 to allow white students 
to attend predominantly white 


‘schools. Most of the zones 


have since been abolished. 
The school system is now 93 
per cent Negro. 

Assistant Superintendent 


_ John D. Koontz said Monday - 


that the zones were estab- 
lished as a “safety valve” for 
white students. His statement 
contradicted his testimony 
Friday in which he said the 
zones were established primar+, 
ily to ease crowding. | 
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By JOHN STACKS 
Star Staff Writer 


An official of a major stand- 
‘ardized test publishing firm 
isaid today that each school sys- 
|tem which uses standardized 
tests to predict students’ aca- 
demic performance — should 
check the validity of these tests 
before relying upon them. 

Roger T. Lennon, vice presi- 
dent in charge of the test de- 
partment of Harcourt, Brace & 
World, Inc., testifying in U.S. 
District Court, said the accu- 
racy of standardized tests in 
predicting achievement may 
vary with each school system 
and is especially prone to er- 
ror in atypical school settings. 
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Intelligence, ability and 


Lennon, appearing as a de- ficials in placing students in 
achievement tests, along with 


fense witness in the de factojclasses.” 
school segregation suit against) Yesterday, Lennon said his/teacher evaluation, are. used to 
the District school system, told]company has found that the pre- place children in the District's 
Ne ‘<: ; controversial track system, of- 
the court that most school sys-|dictive ability of its tests does/ficials say. The suit charges 
tems do not make their own not vary appreciably because/that the track system discrim- 
checks on the tests. He said they of race. inates against Negroes. 
rely instéad upon the repeated In response to questions about} One remedy proposed for test 
investigations by the publishers alleged unfairness of standard-|bias against slum children is 
and then assume they can pro-lized tests given to low-income|the so-called “nonverbal” test 
ceed safely without further|Negro children, Lennon de-|which does not demand reading 
checking. clared: skill of youngsters taking intel- 
Under cross-examination by| ‘The deficiencies which handi-|ligence tests. 
attorneys for Julius W. Hobson,|cap poor children in these tests} Lennon told the court that re- 
Washington civil rights Jeaderlare of the same ones which|cent research showed little dif- 
who filed the suit, Lennon said|handicap them in regular school-|ference in the results of verbal 
the “predictive validity of stand-|work, and if the tests didn’t|and nonverbal tests. He said 
ardized tests lends reasonable-|show the deficiencies they would|that nonverbal tests are not ca- 
ness to the actions of school of-!be useless.” pable of “tapping the same we) 


mensions of intellectual funcs ; 


7 wee | ; tioning” as the verbal tests. 


b 


| Jt is impossible, Lennon tes- 

‘tified, to devise a test which ig- 

| oat nores differences in family 

. ‘ t background and cultural expe- 
riences. 

Meanwhile, Miss Patrica Sal- 

tonstall, aide to attorneys 

; rene -|representing the plaintiffs in 

. - ' |the suit, last night asked civic 
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| | 4 group representatives for ‘“‘des- 

| | i perately”’ needed money to con- 


Mid 3 | Hea 


tinue the case. 


Sh 


e 


’ 


) 


By JOHN STACKS 
Star Staff Writer 


The trial of a suit charging 
the District with discriminating 
against its Negro school pupils! 
ended yesterday in U.S. District! 
Court after accumulating more, 
than 6,000 pages of testimony. 
from nearly 80 witnesses in col- 
lecting about 400 reparate| 
pieces of evidence. | 

Lawyers for both sides In the 
complex case were instructed! 
by Judge J. Skelley Wright to 
file their briefs with the court! 
by Dee. 20. Wright is expected 
to deliver his opinion after re- 


buttal briefs are filed in late 
January. 

At stake in the action brought 
by Washington civil rights lead- 
er Julius W. Hobson are a num- 
ber of issues involving the or- 
ganization and operation of the 
city school system and, perhaps. 
the operation of school systems 
throughout the nation. 

The suit alleges, among other 
things, that Negro pupils get 
unequal treatment in the city 
schools in terms of quality of 
teachers, the courses open to 
them through the track system 
of ability grouping and the selec- 
tion of tests by which their per- 


.formance is measured. 


But a more far-reaching ef- 
fect. of the suit could be the 
court’s decision on whether a 
school system is obligated to 
consider race — rether than 


ignore it -- in setting up at- 
tendance boundaries. 

And a second question, the 
converse of the obligation to 
consider race, is whether school 
and other government officials 
are responsible for racial im- 
balance jin the schools despite 
the absence of any intent to dis- 
criminate against Negroes. 


Perhaps the most explosive 
issue in the sult fs the role the 
Washington suburbs might play 
in providing a remedy to tho 
heavily Negro composition of 
the city schools, 


a a 
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The legal possibility of the 
court’s crossing state lines to 
effect racial balance in area 
schools is considered slim by 
many atterneys, but other 
lawyers are convinced Wright 
has the power and some prece- 
dent upon which to take such 
action. : 

The involvement of the sub- 
urhbs in the case (school officials 


from Maryland and Vrginial 


suourbs testified early in the 
trial) has already triggered 
statements by campaigning pol- 
iticians whe have condemned 
any action that would require 
the busing ef children into or out 
of the suburbs to achieve racial 
balance. 

More generally, growing ob-, 
jections to U.S. Education Com- 


missioner Harold Howe's state- 
ments on busing, coupled with 
the growing reaction to militant 
civil rights activities have in- 
creased interest in the Hobson 
case, 
Judge Wright himself has 
given public notice that he is 
aware of the relation of the 
suburbs to fhe racial composi. 
tion of urban schools. In a 
speech last year at the New 
ork University Law School he 
also said he feels federal courts, 
including the Supreme Court, 
must some dey grant relief to 
the problems of so-called de| 
facto segregation. © | 
The speech became an issue 
in the suit wixn the District 
Corporation Counsel asked 
Wright toe recensider his suit- 
ability to hear the Hobson case 
in light of his public statements. 
He declined to step down from 
the case because, he said, the 


petition was filed late and thus; 


violated rules of judicial pro 
cedure. 

Regardless of the direction’ 
Wright takes in his decision, the 
case seems certain to be ap- 
pealed first to the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeal’ here and then, | 
undoubtedly, to the Supreme 
Court 


The Hobson suit, the first de 
facto school segregation suit 
filed in a major U.S. city, is 
likely to become, one way or 
another, an important landmark 
in a logal struggle over race 
and education, 
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Nine Proposed 


t 
BS 


cee 


For Board of 
Pubtic College 


‘The District Commissioners 
have received the first sugges- 
tion on whom they should name 

\ to the Board of Higher Educa- 
tion that will run the new public 
college authorized by Congress. 

A small Northeast Washington 


organization, one of the many} 
lobbied for the} 


groups that 


institution has proposed nine 


appointees to Walter N. Tobri-|. 


ner, chairman of the Board of 
Commissioners, 

Mrs. Benjamin H. Alexander, 
wife of ‘a District Board of 
Education member and chair- 

-iman of the Committee for the 
Establishment of a University 
for the District of Columbia 
(UNIDOC) said the members 
suggested “represent ‘a cross 
section of the social, cultural 
and educational segments of ou 
community...” 

The UNIDOC nominees are 

: Dr. A.V. Astin, director of the 
National Bureau of Standards; 
Theodore 0, Cron, assistant 
commissioner for education and 

‘ ‘nfonmation of the Food and 
Drug Administration; Charles T. 
Greene, director of industrial 
safety for the D.C. Minimum 
Wage and Industrial Safety 
Board; Mrvy, Frederick Z. 
Hetzel, vice president of the 
Public Higher Education Com- 
mittee of D.C. Citizens for Better 
Public Education. 

Also, Mrs. Julius Hobson, wife 
of the chairman of ACT anda 
statistician in the U.S. Office of 
Education; the Rev, Duncan 


Howlett, pastor of All Souls 


Unitarian Chutch; William H. 
Simons, president of the Wash- 


‘ington Teachers’ Union; Jiamesy 


J. Bierbower, a lawyer, who 
heads the education committee 
of the Metropolitan Washington 
Board of Trade, and Ellis Ha- 
worth, 
tive committe of the D.Q, Con- 
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gress of Parents and Teachers. | limit for the appointment of the 


Tob 
predic 
will 


‘iner gaid he could not| nine-member board. Five of the 
t when the commissioncrs| members must be District 
name the. board. The] residents for three years prior to 


congressional act sets no time | their appointment, 
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ity Answers Court Charge 
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' The District argued today that 
it does not have a constitutional 
duty to attempt to achieve 
racial balance in its schools. 

In a brief defending itself in 
a suit charging threre is de 
factor segregation here, the 
Corporation Counsel’s office also 
said the controversial track 
system is not discriminatory, as 
the suit charges, but is a 
‘“‘legitimate function of 
educational administration.” 


The 150 page brief answered 
charges of discrimination by 
racial imbalance brought 
against the school system here 
by Julius W. Hobson, militant 
Washington civil rights leader in 
three months of hearings that 
ended in November, 

The city’s brief argues there 
is no evidence that school 
officials ‘“‘acted illegally, 


arbitrarily or capriciously in the 


exercise of their administrative 


functions and there has been no 


se sg 


, 


e 


“deprivation of constitutional 
rights.” 
The suit says that the “quality — 
of formal education is largely 
dependent upon the teacher and 


is not improved simply by ™ | 
having children of different’ 
races sitting behind one another ~ 


in a classroom. 


“Racial balance created by a 


Balance" 


4 
i 
BY 
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legislative or judicial fiat within — 


a school would be educationally 
sterile and unproductive, for it 
would inevitably lead to further — 


retreat by white families,” it © 


says. 
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| HOBSON: GS 
| Schools File Reply — 
On Racial Balance 


Continued From Page A-1] “The higher the income level 
attendance, boundaries * and|of the area served by the school, 
'|teacher assignments stem trom|the higher percent of the student 
| ‘Jother than racial causes. body of that school in the ‘ad- 
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Sctigols Reply | 
In Racial Suit | 


Insist Balance | 
Is Not Required 


By JOHN STACKS an 
Star Staff Writer 

The District has filed its], 
defense brief in the suit charg-|. 
ing the city schools with de facto] , 
segregation, arguing that “‘there| | 
is no constitutional duty ... to 
undertake affirmative action to}. 
achieve racial balance in the], 
schools.” e |] 
In its 150-page document, the |: 
Corporation Counsel’s office}. 


Plan to End Tracks in D.C. Schools 
Sought. F Page B-1 


yesterday also argued that there 
has been no proof that school 
officials. have “‘acted illegally, 
arbitrarily or capriciously in the 
exercise of their administrative 
functions” and that there has 


been no showing of ‘‘deprivation | 


of constitutional rights.”’ :|there is a potential for integra- ay cultural status,” the brief Pa de 
The controversial track sys-} , |tion, the school system will pone? hay aes 
tem, which the suit charged with locate the: school in’ the most| Su 
being used to discriminate ravorabl spot to promote | . 
against poor children, and the integration. 
ee oapacheod school concept are During the trial, Judge J. F 
‘legitimate functions of educa- Skelly Wright asked defense. id : 
tional administration and do not witnesses whether new building ; 
constitute a violation of plain- west of or within Rock Creek |i 
tiffs’ constitutional rights,” the 7 '|Park had been considered as a 6 
‘lcity attorneys said. . \|means of promoting integration. |. ‘ 
rene s| The brief replies that such a i 
Non-Racial Causes t| move would require busing pe , 
i chool case], “the. park is a wide, natural) , ! 
es He Routt nee nearly| U barrier with very little direct ra 
three months of court hearings. jjaceess from one side to the |: | 4 
j for Julius -Jother.”’ a | hae 
f ae EL aritane Washitigton School officials are attempting |' . 
HE il rights leader, is expected to .|to create biracial staffs in all] ; | 
is eee rhage Na ae states, pare e i ‘ 
its brief filed in} “oppose ) e mandatory], . rf 
US District Court here, the city transfer of teachers Ae He | 
tt rneys contend that differ], school system because of the 
proeaain hool racial popula-|. resentment that would be engen-|!)) 0). +1. | 
sy ahieg mane levels, per-}i | dered in teachers from a totali- joes : 
tion, ac ek track placement, tat tarian personnel approach to} | i VF 
PUP LU RCOe UE ALE teacher assignment, if | 


See HOBSON, Page A-6). 


ence 


a ee 


‘| vored low-income areas, the city 


‘lenrolle 


racial lines, the brief states. i | 
ne std 


An integrated schools Setting, 
‘|the District stipulates, would be 
“| “educationally advantageous in 
‘/the informal sense” but to be 
beneficial “must be accom- 
plished on a voluntary basis,” 
“The quality of formal educa- 
tion is largely ‘dependent upon 
the teacher and is not improved 
'}Simply by having children of 
'| different races sitting behind 
one another in a classroom,” the] exists as a result of economic or 
a soe ee pele by Ay adanthar and not 
: as a resu i 
eed: or judicial fiat ne officials) ” ghecuons of (schooi 
a school would be educationally , 
sterile and unproductive, for it cay apa ata a eee 
would inevitably lead to further|€¢ ‘0 argue that racial imbal- 
‘|retreat by the white families.” Ebon no matter how it comes 
Hobson’s attorneys argued in a he ; just as unconstitutional 
court that the rate of per-pupil rie ated segregation: 
‘jexpenditures varies directly], 10Pson’s ‘suit also alleges that 
with income level and racigl|the use of standardized intelli- 
composition of neighborhoods,|&°"ce and achievement tests 
but the corporation counsel] “iscriminates _against peer 
'}contends in its brief that salary|Children, but the corporation 
‘|costs, building mainenance|CUnSel contends that such tests 
and number of pupils per school|™easure the skills needed a 
:|account for the differences, school and are thus good indica 
tors of pupil weaknesses, 
School Site Policy 


“Race or ethnicity is not 
School construction has fa- 


vanced curriculums,”’ 


‘No Constitutional Duty’ « 


In presenting. their “conclu- 
Sions pf law” in the case, the 
city attorneys contend tbat 
“there is no constitutional duty 
on the part of defendants to 
undertake affirmative action to 
achieve racial balance in the 
school’ when racial imbalance 


significant” in the establishment 

of test norms “because of the 
. Pp high « degree of correlation 

| 

/lawyers. said, and “there has between school performance and 

|been an unwritten administra- the. ihdixe f ‘dab mi 

\|tive policy since 1962 that if| Me s_ OF Socio-economic | 


The percent of student body}: 
q in the various levels of}, 
the track teats corresponds to]; 
the income level of the neighbor- 
hoad served and does not follow |\. 
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ae Continued From Pere Al defense brief are directly dix- 


adequate facilities and educa-jputed by Hobson’s attorneys, 
tional materials. who also ask for “injunctive 


| Negro teachers also ar "8 SO and other reef necessary to 


dy the denial... of plain. 
regated in the school system ae 
‘Hobson's attorneys wrote, by the |S of their equal educational 


de liherate transfer of whi tel oppor tun ity, Ad 


teachers to predominantly white| he city attorneys wrote that 


schools and the deliberate staff.|the track system is a “legiti- 
ing of white schools with per- mate function of eet ad. 
‘manent teachers and of pre. | ministration and dees not’ con 
dominately Negro scheols with istitute a violation of plaintiffs’ 
‘Negro teachers. | coustitutional rights.’ 

' “Neorg personnel are not a The controversial track sys. 
; Ba lnted ty avaHADIE adminis Spe item and the neighborhood school 
tive positions in any reasonable | concept are “legitimate fune 
relationship to their percentage |tions of educational administra- 


” tion and do not constitute a 
ee pe pulation, the brief violation of plaintiffs’ constife. | 


_ Suburb Schools ‘Superior’ ee rights,” the city attorneys 
Pupils in the Washington en." 
burbs are ' “attending schools| : 
superior in almost every re- 
spect to those of the public] Throughout its brier, the city. 


‘ 


Non-Racial Gauses 


_ schools of the District Ae Co-| attorneys contend that differ-) 
hymbia,” the brief argues, ‘This/ences in Schdol racial popula-, 


results from the failure of the|fion, achievement levels, per- 
tity. school system “to request| Pupil costs, track placement, 
sufficient funds from the Com-| attendance, boundaries and. 
missioners and Congress,’ % the| teacher assignments stem from 
brief say: i other than racial causes. 

bo cai fo Ene in the! An integrated schools setting, 
By AN 
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